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SLS 11RS-204 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2011
SENATE BILL NO. 138
BY SENATOR MARIONNEAUX

Prefiled pursuant to Article 111, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

TOPS. Converts TOPS to aloan forgiveness program beginning with students graduating
during the 2011-2012 school year and thereafter. (8/15/11)

AN ACT
To amend and reenact Chapter 20-G of Title 17 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,
by enacting Part | of such Chapter, to be comprised of R.S. 17:3048, by designating
R.S. 17:3048.1 and 3048.2 as Part 11 of such Chapter, by designating R.S. 17:3048.3
through 3048.7 as Part 111 of such Chapter, by enacting Part 1V of such Chapter, to
be comprised of R.S. 17:3048.11 and 3048.12, and by enacting Part V of such
Chapter, to be comprised of R.S. 17:3048.21 through 3048.26, relative to the Taylor
Opportunity Program for Students; to retain effectiveness of student eligibility and
continuation requirements for awards made to high school graduates through the
2010-2011 school year; to reestablish the program as aloan program beginning with
the high school graduates of the 2011-2012 school year; to provide for the adoption
of rules; to provide relative to repayment; to provide for forgiveness of the loan for
any student upon completion of eligibility or college graduation; to createthe Taylor
Opportunity Program for Students Loan Fund in the state treasury; to require
studentsto sign apromissory note agreeing to the terms of the loan before accepting
a TOPS-Tech, Opportunity, Performance, or Honors loan; to provide relative to

collection and garnishment proceedings, to require an annual report to the
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legidature; to provide for appropriations for loan operations, to provide for
effectiveness; to continue payment of monies for books and other instructional
materials for those eligible persons serving in the Louisiana National Guard and
participating in the tuition exemption program; to retain the program requirements
and implementation of the TOPS-Tech Early Start Award; and to providefor related

matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. Part | of Chapter 20-G of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, to be

comprised of R.S. 17:3048, is hereby enacted to read as follows:

CHAPTER 20-G. LOUISIANA TAYLOR OPPORTUNITY

PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS

PART |I. EFFECTIVENESSOF THE TAYLOR OPPORTUNITY

PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS- SCHOLARSHIP AND LOAN FORGIVENESS

83048. Taylor Opportunity Program for Students; scholarship; loan

forgiveness; effectiveness

A.(1) The merit scholarship program established pursuant to the

provisions of Part Il of this Chapter shall be effective and continue to be

effectivefor any student who graduatesfr om high school through the2010-2011

school year and who meets the requirements and is awarded a TOPS-Tech,

Opportunity, Performance or Honors Award until the student's program

eligibility ends or graduation from an €eligible college or university occurs.

(2) The provisions of Part V shall in no way affect any TOPS-Tech,

Opportunity, Performance or Honors Award that has been awarded to a

student pursuant to the provisions of Part |1 of this Chapter.

B. Theloan forgiveness program established pursuant to the provisions

of Part V of thisChapter shall be effectivefor any student who gr aduatesfrom

high school duringthe2011-2012 school year and ther eafter and who meetsthe

requirements of such Part and is issued a TOPS-Tech, Opportunity,

Performance or Honor s loan.
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Section 2. R.S. 17:3048.1 and 3048.2 are hereby designated as Part Il of
Chapter 20-G of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, thetitle of which shall read
asfollows:

PART 11. TAYLOR OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM

FOR STUDENTS - SCHOLARSHIP

Section 3. R.S. 17:3048.3 through 3048.7 are hereby designated as Part 111
of Chapter 20-G of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, the title of which shall
read asfollows:

PART 111. TAYLOR OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM FOR

STUDENTS - GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 4. Part IV of Chapter 20-G of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of
1950, to be comprised of R.S. 17:3048.11 and 3048.12, is hereby enacted to read as
follows:

PART IV.TAYLOR OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM FOR

STUDENTS- RELATED PROGRAMS

83048.11. Louisiana National Guard; books and other instructional materials

A.lnlieu of issuanceof aloan asprovided in Part V of thisChapter, any

student participating in the program pursuant to R.S. 29:36.1 for persons

servingin the L ouisiana National Guard shall receivethetuition exemption as

provided theren.

B. For any student whoisparticipatingin thetuition exemption program

provided by R.S. 29:36.1 and who also meetsthequalificationsprovided in Part

V of this Chapter for receipt of an Opportunity or TOPS-Tech loan, the state

shall pay on behalf of such student asum of threehundred dollar sper semester

or six hundred dollar sper academicyear tobeapplied toward the cost of books

and other instructional materials.

C.For any student whoisparticipatingin thetuition exemption program

provided by R.S. 29:36.1 and who also meetsthequalificationsprovided in Part

V _of this Chapter for receipt of a Performance L oan, the state shall pay on
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behalf of the student a sum of three hundred dollars per semester or six

hundred dollar s per academic year to be applied toward the cost of books and

other instructional materialsplusthesum of four hundred dollar sper semester

or eight hundred dollars per academic year for other educational expenses as

defined by the L ouisiana Student Financial Assistance Commission.

D. For any student whoisparticipatingin thetuition exemption program

provided by R.S. 29:36.1 and who also meetsthequalificationsprovided in Part

V of this Chapter for receipt of an Honors L oan, the state shall pay on behalf

of the student a sum of three hundred dollars per semester or six hundred

dollars per academic year to be applied toward the cost of books and other

instructional materials plus the sum of eight hundred dollars per semester or

one thousand six hundred dollars per academic year for other educational

expensesasdefined by thel ouisiana Student Financial AssistanceCommission.

83048.12. TOPS-Tech Early Start Award; purpose; €ligibility; award amounts

limitations; administration; implementation; reports

A. The TOPS-Tech Early Start Award is hereby established as part of

the Louisiana Taylor Opportunity Program for Students for eligible eleventh

and twelfth grade students attending L ouisiana public high schools.

B.(1) A TOPS-Tech Early Start Award may be used at a Louisiana

public postsecondary education institution for the purpose of pursuing an

industry-based occupational or vocational education credential as defined by

the Board of Regents when such credential also meets all of the following

conditions:

(a)_Is identified by the Occupation Forecasting Conference as a

credential for an occupation in top demand in L ouisiana.

(b) Isrecognized by the State | ndustry-Based Certification Council.

(c) Is approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary

Education and by the Board of Supervisors of Community and Technical

Colleges.
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(2) Andligiblerecipient mayreceiveaTOPS-Tech Early Start Award for

two semester s during the eleventh grade and two semester sduring the twelfth

grade, excluding summer sessions.

(3) The administering agency, on behalf of a TOPS-Tech Early Start

Awardrecipient, shall pay tothel ouisianapostsecondary education institution

in which the student isenrolled in an €ligible program of studies an amount of

one hundr ed fifty dollar s for each three credit-hour or equivalent time cour se

taken by the student, not to exceed two such cour ses per_high school semester

for an eleventh-gradestudent and two such cour sesper high school semester for

atwelfth-grade student.

(4) Implementation of the provisions of this Section shall be subject to

the appropriation of fundsfor this pur pose.

C.Anapplication for aTOPS-Tech Early Start Award shall berequired

at atime and in a manner and form established by the administering agency.

At a minimum, information necessary to fully inform L ouisiana public high

school students and their parents on the requirements of and procedures for

applying for the award shall be made available by theadministering agency in

the same manner asrequired by law for other awards provided by the Taylor

Opportunity Program for Students.

D. Tobedigiblefor aninitial TOPS-Tech Early Start Award, a student

shall meet each of the following conditions and comply with other applicable

provisions of this Section and administering agency rules:

(1) Bein the eleventh or twelfth gradein a L ouisiana public school.

(2) Have prepared a five-year education and career plan, including a

sequence of related courseswith a career focus as provided by Subpart A-1 of

Part 111 of Chapter 1 of this Title.

(3) Have a cumulative high school grade point average on all courses

attempted of not lessthan 2.0 when calculated on a 4.0 scale.

(4) Have at least the minimum scor esrequir ed to pass the mathematics
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and English portionsof thegr aduation exit exam established by the StateBoard

of Elementary and Secondary Education.

(5) Score at least fifteen on the English subsection and fifteen on the

mathematics subsection of the ACT PLAN assessment administered aspart of

L ouisiana's Educational Planning and Assessment System.

E. To maintain continuing eligibility for a TOPS-Tech Early Start

Award, a student must meet each of the following conditions and comply with

other applicable provisions of this Section and administering agency rules:

(1) Bea student in good standing in a L ouisiana public high schoal.

(2) Maintain acumulativehigh school gradepoint aver ageon all cour ses

attempted of not lessthan 2.0 when calculated on a 4.0 scale.

(3) Be a student in good standing while enrolled in a L ouisiana public

postsecondary education institution and continueto pur sueoneor mor ecour ses

leading to an industry-based credential.

F.(1) The provisions of this Section shall be administered by the

L ouisiana Student Financial Assistance Commission, herein referred to asthe

"administering agency" . Except as otherwise provided by this Section, the

authority granted toand limitationsplaced on theadministering agency by R.S.

17:3048.22 relative to administering other awards pursuant to the Taylor

Opportunity Program for Students shall be deemed to apply also to the

administration of the TOPS-Tech Early Start Award.

(2) The agency shall adopt, in accordance with the Administrative

ProcedureAct, rulestoimplement and administer theprovisionsof thisSection.

These rules shall include but not be limited to necessary quidelines, policies,

procedur es, forms, and timelines.

G. Prior to the convening of each regular legislative session, the Board

of Regents, in consultation with the Louisiana Student Financial Assistance

Commission, shall providetothegovernor,theHouse Committeeon Education,

and the Senate Committee on Education a written review and analysis of
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TOPS-Tech Early Start Awards relative to award use by students and the

benefits therefrom as well as the impact on subsequent use by students of

TOPS-Tech awar ds.

Section 5. Part V of Chapter 20-G of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, to be

comprised of R.S. 17:3048.21 through 3048.26, is hereby enacted to read as follows:

PART V. TAYLOR OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM

FOR STUDENTS- LOAN FORGIVENESS

83048.21. Taylor Opportunity Program for Students; loan forgiveness

A. Pursuant to this Part, beginning with students who graduate from

high school during the 2011-2012 school year and ther eafter, thestate, through

and under the administration of the L ouisiana Student Financial Assistance

Commission, hereinafter referred toasthe" commission” or the" administering

agency" , shall make an interest bearing educational loan to an applicant who

meetstherequirementsof thisPart for an Opportunity, Perfor mance, Honors

or TOPS-Tech loan.

B. It isthe purpose and intent of this Part to make an educational loan

to any student who enrollson a full-timebasisin a public college or univer sity

in thisstateor aregionally accredited independent college or university in this

statethat isamember of thelL ouisiana Association of | ndependent Collegesand

Universities, hereafter in this Part referred to collectively as " eligible colleges

or universities', to pursue an academic degreeor, as provided by thisPart, or

skill or occupational training, including a vocational or technical education

certificate or diploma program or a nonacademic under graduate degree, and

who meetsthe qualifications and requirements as provided in this Part.

C.(1) Except as provided in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, a student

for whom aloan is made by the commission pursuant to the provisions of this

Part shall be required to repay the full amount of the loan, plus accrued

interest, to the commission with repayment commencing twelve months after

gligibility for aloan hasterminated or six months after full-time attendance at
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an eligible college or university has ended.

(2)(a) After a student has completed eligibility in accordance with R.S.

17:3048.22(H) or upon graduation from an eligible college or university,

whichever occur sfirst, and befor er egpayment commences, the commission shall

forgivethefull amount of theloan disbur sementsmadeunder thisPart, and the

interest accrued thereon, provided the student has completed and met all the

reguirements set forth in this Part to maintain continued state payments of a

loan through completion of eligibility or graduation.

(b) If a student obtains a baccalaur eate degree without using all his

dligibility under R.S. 17:3048.22(H) and has his previous loans for given, but

accepts an additional education loan under this Part to enroll in graduate or

professional school pursuant to R.S. 17:3048.22(H)(3), the commission shall

forgivethefull amount of the new loan disbur sements, and theinter est accrued

thereon, if the student completes €dligibility in accordance with R.S.

17:3048.22(H) or upon graduation from an eligible college or university,

whichever occur sfirst, and befor er epayment commences, provided thestudent

has completed and met all the requirements set forth in this Part to maintain

continued state payments of a loan through completion of eligibility or

graduation.

D.(1) Theadministering agency may provideby rulein accordancewith

the Administrative Procedure Act for all matters necessary to the

implementation of this Part.

(2) The administering agency shall provide by rule asfollows:

(a) Terms and conditions for loans.

(b) Theform of the promissory note.

(c) Theform of execution of the promissory note, including a method to

electronically sign.

(d) Procedures for repayment of loans, including, but not limited to,

terms of repayment agreements, payment schedules, minimum payments,
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defer ments, for bear ances, and reasons for defer ment and for bear ance.

(e) M anagement of repayment moniesreceived.

(f) A definition of " default."

(q) Default aversion procedures.

(h) Circumstances under which aloan may be dischar ged.

(i) Proceduresfor collection of defaulted, unforgiven loans.

(1) All other matter snecessary to administer the program in compliance

with this Part.

E. Theadministering agency shall collect r epayment of unfor given loans

and may contract with the Department of Justice pursuant to R.S. 49:257 to

pursue repayment of loans.

83048.22. Program loans; €igibility; amounts; limitations; funding;

administration

A.(1) As part of the Louisana Taylor Opportunity Program for

Students, thestateshall financially assist any student who enrollson afull-time

basisin a public college or university in this state or a regionally accredited

independent collegeor university in thestatethat isamember of thelL ouisiana

Association of Independent Colleges and Universities, hereafter in this Part

referred to collectively as " eligible colleges or universities', to pursue an

academic undergraduate degree or, as provided by this Subsection, skill or

occupational training asdefined by theBoar d of Regents, includingavocational

or _technical education certificate or diploma program or a nonacademic

under graduate degr ee, and who meetsthe qualifications of Subparagraph (b),

(c), or (d) of this Paragraph and all of the applicable following qualifications:

(a)(i)(aa) For a student graduating from high school during the 2011-

2012 school vear and thereafter, is a citizen of the United States and if an

independent student, as defined by the administering agency, is a resident of

Louisianaor if adependent student, asdefined by theadministering agency, has

aparent or court-ordered custodian whoisaresident of L ouisanaduringthe
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twenty-four months preceding the date of the student's graduation from high

school, or isthe dependent child of aresident of L ouisiana on active duty with

the United States Armed Forces who is stationed outside L ouisiana but who

claims Louisiana as his official state of legal residdence and who has filed a

L ouisiana state income tax return for the most recent two years, or is the

dependent child of a nonresident of L ouisiana on active duty with the United

States Armed Forceswhoisstationed in L ouisianaunder per manent change of

station orders and who not later than one hundr ed eighty days after reporting

to such station changeshis military personnel recordsto establish L ouisiana as

hisofficial stateof legal residenceand complieswith L ouisianaincometax laws

and regulationsfor thetime period while stationed in L ouisiana.

(bb) Notwithstanding ther equirementsof Subitem (aa) of thisltem, any

independent or dependent student who is a resident of this state and who

graduates from a public or_ approved nonpublic high school in this state meet

thereguirementsof thisltem if heisa citizen of the United States and actually

residesor livesin thisstatefor theperiod of hislast two full year s of high school

culminating in graduation as certified by the high school.

(ii) Notwithstanding thereguirementsof Item (i) of this Subpar agraph:

(aa) Any independent or dependent student who is a resident of this

state and who graduates from a public or approved nonpublic high school in

this state shall meet therequirements of this Subparagraph if heisa citizen of

the United States and actually resides or livesin this statefor the period of his

last two full years of high school culminating in graduation as certified by the

high school.

(bb) Any student who isthe dependent child of a member of the United

States Armed Forces who is not a resident of this state, isliving in this state

under permanent change of station orders but does not claim Louisiana as his

state of legal residence, who graduates from a public or approved nonpublic

high school shall meet the requirements of this Subparagraph if heisa citizen
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of theUnited States and actually livesin this statefor theperiod of hislast two

full years of high school culminating in graduation as certified by the high

school.

(iii) With regard to meeting the requirements of being a citizen of the

United States, a student who is not a citizen of the United States but whoisa

permanent resident, as defined by the United States Immigration and

Natur alization Service, and iseligibletoapply for United Statescitizenship shall

be deemed to satisfy the citizenship requirement of this Subparagraph.

(iv) For the purposes of this Subparagraph, residency shall be

demonstrated by proof of thefollowing asrequir ed by theadministering agency

or by other proof required by the administering agency by rule:

(aa) If reqgistered to vote, isregistered in L ouisiana.

(bb) If licensed to drive a motor vehicle, isin possession of a L ouisiana

driver'slicense.

(cc) If owning amotor vehiclelocated within L ouisiana, isin possession

of Louisianaregistration for that vehicle.

(dd) If earning an income, hasfiled a L ouisiana stateincometax return

and has complied with state income tax laws and r egulations.

(b)(i) Has been certified as provided in Subsection D of this Section to

have graduated from a public high school or anonpublic high school which has

been approved by theStateBoar d of Elementary and Secondary Education, has

aminimum cumulative grade point aver age of 2.50 calculated on a 4.00 scale,

has a composite scoreon the ACT which isat least equal to or higher than the

state saver agecompositescor e, rounded tothenear est wholenumber , reported

for theprior year but never lessthan twenty or an equivalent concor dant value

on an enhanced or revised version of such test or on the Scholastic Aptitude

Test, and, unless granted an exception for cause by the administering agency,

hasenrolledin an eligiblecollegeor university asafir st-timefreshman not later

than the semester, excluding summer semesters or _sessions, immediately
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followingthefirst anniversary of thedatethat the student graduated from high

schooal or, if the student joinsthe United States Armed For ces within one year

after graduating from high school, has enrolled in an eligible college or

university as a first-time freshman not later than the semester, excluding

summer semesters or sessions, immediately following the fifth anniversary of

thedatethat the student graduated from high school. Asdistinguished from all

other students qualifying for this program, a student who meets the

requirementsof thisSubpar agraph shall beeligiblefor an" Opportunity L can"

for the purposes of this program.

(ii) The minimum cumulative grade point aver age specified in I1tem (i)

of this Subparagraph shall be calculated by using only the grades obtained by

thestudent in completing the corecurriculum reguirementsestablished by this

Section.

(c)(i) Has been certified as provided in Subsection D of this Section to

have graduated from a public high school or nonpublic high school which has

been approved by theStateBoar d of Elementary and Secondary Education, has

enrolled, unlessgranted an exception for causeby theadministering agency. in

an eligible college or university as a first-time freshman not later than the

semester, excluding summer semesters or_sessions, immediately following the

first anniversary of thedatethat the sstudent graduated from high school or, if

the student joins the United States Armed Forces within one year after

graduating from high school, hasenrolled in an eligible college or university as

afirst-timefreshman not later than the semester, excluding summer semesters

or _sessions, immediately following the fifth anniversary of the date that the

student graduated from high school, hasachieved aminimum cumulativegrade

point average of 3.00 calculated on a 4.00 scale, and has a composite scor e on

the ACT of twenty-three or higher or an equivalent concordant value on any

enhanced or revised version of such test or on the Scholastic Aptitude Test. As

distinguished from all other studentsqualifyingfor thisprogram, astudent who
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meets the requirements of this Subparagraph shall be €ligible for a

" Performance L can" for the purposes of this program.

(ii) The minimum cumulative grade point aver age specified in Item (i)

of this Subparagraph shall be calculated by using only the grades obtained by

thestudent in completing the corecurriculum reguirementsestablished by this

Section.

(d)(i) Has been certified as provided in Subsection D of this Section to

have graduated from a public high school or nonpublic high school which has

been approved by the State Boar d of Elementary and Secondary Education with

aminimum cumulative grade point aver age of 3.00 on a 4.00 scale and a score

of twenty-seven or higher onthe ACT or an equivalent concordant valueon any

enhanced or revised ver sion of such test or on the Scholastic AptitudeTest, and,

unlessgranted an exception for causeby theadministering agency, hasenrolled

in an €ligible college or university as a first-time freshman not later than the

semester, excluding summer semesters or_sessions, immediately following the

first anniversary of the datethat the student graduated from high school or, if

the student joins the United States Armed Forces within one vear after

graduating from high school, hasenrolled in an eligible college or university as

afirst-timefreshman not later than the semester, excluding summer semesters

or_sessions, immediately following the fifth anniversary of the date that the

student graduated from high school. As distinguished from all other students

qualifying for this program, a student who meets the reguirements of this

Subpar agraph shall be eligible for a " Honors L oan" for the purposes of this

program.

(ii) The minimum cumulative grade point aver age specified in I1tem (i)

of this Subparagraph shall be calculated by using only the grades obtained by

thestudent in completing the corecurriculum reguirementsestablished by this

Section.

(€) Except as otherwise provided by this Section and through the 2012-
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2013 school year, meets standards for admission to the desired college or

univer sity and has successfully completed at |east seventeen and one-half units

of high school course work as permitted by this Subparagraph, which

constitutesacor ecurriculum. Except asother wiseprovided by this Section and

beginning with the 2013-2014 school year and ther eafter, meetsthe standards

for _admissions to the desired college or university and has successfully

completed at least nineteen units of high school course work as permitted by

this Subpar agraph, which constitutes a core curriculum. Except as otherwise

provided by this Section, the core curriculum shall be defined as follows:

(i) English I, 11, 111, and IV (four units).

(ii) Algebra | (oneunit) or Applied Algebra 1A and 1B (two units) and

Algebrall (oneunit).

(iii) Geometry, Calculus, or comparable Advanced M athematics (one

unit through the 2012-2013 school year , two unitsbeginningwith the 2013-2014

school year and ther eafter).

(iv) Biology (one unit).

(v) Chemistry (one unit).

(vi) Earth Science, Environmental Science, Physical Science, Biology |1,

Chemistry |1, Physics, Physics |1, Physicsfor Technology, or Agrisciencel and

[l (both for one unit)(one unit through the 2012-2013 school year, two units

beginning with the 2013-2014 school year and ther eafter).

(vii) American History (one unit).

(viii) World History, Western Civilization, or World Geography (one

unit through the2012-2013 school year, two unitsbeginningwith the 2013-2014

school year and ther eafter).

(ix) Civicsand Free Enterprise (one unit combined) or Civics (one unit,

nonpublic).

(x) Fine Arts Survey (one unit; or substitute two units of performance

cour sesin music, dance, or theater ; or substitutetwo unitsof visual art cour ses;
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or substitutetwo unitsof studio art cour ses; or substituteoneunit asan elective

from among the other subjectslisted in this core curriculum).

(xi) Foreign L anguage (two unitsin a single language).

(xii) Computer Science, Computer Literacy, or Business Computer

Applications (one-half unit; or substitute at least one-half unit of an €ective

cour serelated to computersthat isapproved by the State Board of Elementary

and Secondary Education; or substituteat least one-half unit asan electivefrom

among the other subjectslisted in thiscorecurriculum). The provisions of this

tem shall not beapplicableto any student who graduatesduringthe2013-2014

school year or thereafter.

(xiii) For students who graduate through the 2012-2013 school year, at

least oneunit asan electivefrom amongthefollowing math subjects: Geometry,

Calculus, or approved advanced math substitute, or the following science

subjects: Biology |1, Chemistry ||, Physicsor Physicsl|.

(f) Students funded through the Louisana minimum foundation

program and who are attending any high school in an adjoining state pur suant

to an agreement in effect as of June 4, 1994, between the parish school system

and the local governing authority of the school in the adjoining state, shall be

consider ed as having graduated from a state-appr oved nonpublic high school

for thepur poseof qualifyingunder Subparagraphs(A)(1)(b), (), and (d) of this

Section.

(2) Any student whois dligiblefor an Opportunity L oan in accor dance

with Subparagraph (A)(1)(b) of this Section, who has enrolled in any public

college or university in the state to pursue an academic under graduate degree

or skill or occupational training, including a vocational or technical education

certificate or diploma program or a nonacademic under graduate degr ee, and

who meetsthequalificationsenumer ated in Subpar agraphs(A)(1)(a) and (e) of

this Section, shall be issued by the state an amount determined by the

administering agency to equal the tuition charged by the public college or
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univer sity attended in the state. For any student who meets such qualifications

and who has enrolled at any regionally accredited independent college or

university in the state which is a member of the Louisana Association of

I ndependent Colleges and Universities to pursue an academic under graduate

degree or skill or occupational training, including a vocational or technical

education certificate or diploma program or _a nonacademic under graduate

degree, the state shall issue a loan in an amount to be determined by the

administering agency to equal theweighted aver age of amountspaid under this

Section for students attending public colleges and universities that offer

academic under graduate degr ees at the baccalaur eatelevel or an amount to be

determined by the administering agency to equal the weighted average of

amounts paid under this Section for students attending public colleges and

universitieswho areenrolled in the per mitted skill or occupational training, as

may be applicable.

(3) Any student who is €ligible for a Performance or Honors loan in

accordance with Subparagraph (A)(1)(c) or (d) of this Section and who meets

the qualifications enumerated in Subparagraphs (A)(1)(a) and (e) of this

Section, shall have payments made on their behalf asfollows:

(a)(i) For any student who is €ligible to receive an Honors Loan in

accor dance with Subparagraph (A)(1)(d) of this Section and who hasenrolled

at_any public college or university in the state to pursue an academic

under graduate degree or to pursue skill or occupational training, including a

vocational or technical education certificate or diploma program or a

nonacademic under graduate degr ee, the state shall issue a loan in the amount

determined by the administering agency to equal the tuition charged by the

public college or university attended in the state. The state shall pay a stipend

that isnot subject torepayment by studentswhoreceivetheHonorsL oaninthe

amount of four hundred dollars per semester or eight hundred dollars per

academic year.
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(ii) For any student who is €eligible to receive an Honors Loan in

accor dance with Subparagraph (A)(1)(d) of this Section and who hasenrolled

at any regionally accredited independent collegeor university in thestatewhich

is a member of the Louisiana Association of Independent Colleges and

Universities to pursue an academic undergraduate degree or skill or

occupational training, including a vocational or technical education certificate

or diploma program or a nonacademic undergraduate degree, the state shall

issuealoan in an amount determined by theadministering agency to equal the

weighted average of the amounts loaned under this Section for students

attending public colleges and univer sities that offer academic under graduate

degrees at the baccalaureate level or an amount to be determined by the

administering agency to equal theweighted aver age of amountspaid under this

Section for studentsattending public collegesand univer sitieswho areenrolled

in the permitted skill or occupational training, as may be applicable. The state

shall pay a stipend that isnot subject to repayment by studentswho receivethe

Honors Loan in the amount of four hundred dollars per semester or eight

hundred dollars per academic year.

(b)(i) For any student who is eligible to receive a Performance Loan in

accor dance with Subparagraph (A)(1)(c) of this Section and who has enrolled

at_any public college or university in the state to pursue an academic

under graduate degree or to pursue skill or occupational training, including a

vocational or technical education certificate or diploma program or a

nonacademic under graduate degr ee, the state shall issue a loan in the amount

equal to thetuition charged by the public college or university attended in the

state. The state shall pay a stipend that is not subject to repayment by students

who receive the Performance L oan in the amount of two hundred dollars per

semester or four hundred dollars per academic year.

(ii) For any student who is €eligible to receive a Performance Loan in

accor dance with Subparagraph (A)(1)(c) of this Section and who has enrolled
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at any regionally accr edited independent collegeor university in thestatewhich

is a member of the Louisiana Association of Independent Colleges and

Universities to pursue an academic undergraduate degree or skill or

occupational training, including avocational or technical education certificate

or_diploma program or a nonacademic undergraduate degr ee, the state shall

issuealoan in theamount deter mined by the administering agency to equal the

weighted average of the amounts loaned under this Section for students

attending public colleges and univer sities that offer academic under graduate

degrees at the baccalaureate level or the amount to be determined by the

administering agency to equal theweighted aver age of amountspaid under this

Section for studentsattending public collegesand univer sitieswho areenrolled

in the permitted skill or occupational training, as may be applicable. The state

shall pay a stipend that isnot subject torepayment by studentswhoreceivethe

Performance L oan in the amount of two hundred dollars per semester or four

hundred dollars per academic year.

(4) To continue to receive state educational loans under this Part once

enrolled in college, a student shall meet all of the following:

(a)(i)_If pursuing an academic undergraduate degree, make steady

academic progress toward a degree as defined by the administering agency,

ear ning not lessthan the minimum number of hour s of credit required for full-

time standing in each academic year or therequired number of hours needed

to complete the under graduate degree during that semester or quarter.

(i) If pursuing skill or occupational training as provided for by this

Subsection, make steady academic progress as defined by the administering

agency towar d completion of therequirementsof theprogram inwhich enrolled

ear ning not lessthan the minimum number of hoursof credit required for full-

time standing or the required number of hours needed to complete the

program'srequirements.

(iii) If at any time a student failsto maintain the cumulative grade point
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average reguired for continuation in the program or as of the end of any

semester or term during the academic year fails to make steady academic

progress as defined by the administering agency, such student shall become

ingligiblefor further educational loansunder thisPart. Educational loansinthe

amount authorized in Paragraph (A)(2) of thisSection r egar dlessof whether the

originally granted loan wasan Oppor tunity, Per formance, or Honor sloan may

be reinstated upon attainment of the grade point average required by this

Par agraph for astudent tocontinuetoreceivestateeducational loansunder this

Part onceenrolled in collegeand the standar dsfor steady academic progressas

defined by theadministering agency, provided that the ssudent has maintained

other continuation requirements and the period of indligibility did not persist

for more than two years from the date of loss of €eligibility. If this two-year

period isinterrupted dueto a student's active duty servicein the United States

Armed For ces, thetwo-year period shall be extended for alength of timeequal

to the student's active duty service, not to exceed four years.

(b)()) If pursuing an academic undergraduate degree, maintain

continuousenrollment for not lessthan two semestersor threequartersin each

successive academic year, unless granted an exception for cause by the

administering agency.

(i) If pursuing skill or occupational training as provided for by this

Subsection, maintain continuous enrollment as a full-time student unless

granted an exception for cause by the administering agency.

(c) For students who are eligible for an Opportunity Loan under

Subparagraph A(21)(b) of this Section, have a cumulative grade point average

of thefollowing as evaluated at the end of each academic year:

(i) At least 2.30 calculated on a4.00 scaleafter completion of twenty-four

hour s of credit.

(ii) At least 2.50 calculated on a4.00 scaleafter completion of forty-eight

hour s of credit.
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(d)(i) For studentswho aree€ligibleto receive a Performance or Honors

loan under Subparagraph A(1)(c) or (d) of thisSection, haveacumulativegrade

point aver age of at least 3.00 on a 4.00 scale at the end of each academic vear.

(ii) However, if at any time an otherwise dligible student receiving a

Performance or an Honorsloan in accordance with the provisions of this Part

failsto have a cumulative grade point aver age of at least 3.00 on a 4.00 scale at

the end of any academic year but has and continuesto maintain a cumulative

grade point average at least equal to that required by Subparagraph (c) of this

Paragraph for continued receipt of educational loans by a recipient of an

Opportunity Loan, the student receiving a Performance or Honor s loan shall

remain eligiblefor state educational loans but only in theamount provided for

in Paragraph (A)(2) of this Section for arecipient of an Opportunity Loan. The

students shall no longer be €ligible for the stipends authorized for the

Performance and Honors loans. The provisions of this Item shall apply to all

students who receive a Performance or an Honor s loan.

(5)(a) Notwithstanding any provision of this Section tothecontrary, any

student who meets all applicable initial and continuing program eligibility

requirements of this Section for an Opportunity, Perfor mance, or Honor sloan

may use the proceeds of such loan at an out-of-state nonpublic college or

univer sity when each of the following conditionsis met:

(i) The college or university is accredited by a regional accrediting

organization r ecognized by the United States Department of Education.

(i) All programsand servicesat thecollegeor university ar especifically

designed to accommodate deaf and hard-of-hearing students.

(iii) Deaf and har d-of-hearing studentscomprisethemajority of students

enrolled at the college or university at the under graduate level.

(iv) Theloan recipient meetsthe admission requir ements of the college

or_university that are applicable to deaf and hard-of-hearing students.

(v) The college or university providesto the administering agency such
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information as would otherwise be required by the agency for program

administration purposesfrom an eligible L ouisiana college or university if the

student was enrolled in such L ouisiana institution.

(b)(i) For any student who istherecipient of an Opportunity L oan and

whoiseligibleto usetheloan at an out-of-state nonpublic college or university

pur suant totheprovisionsof Subpar agraph (a) of thisPar agr aph, thestateshall

issuealoan in theamount deter mined by theadministering agency to equal the

weighted average of amounts paid under this Section for students attending

L ouisiana public colleges and univer sities that offer academic under graduate

degrees.

(ii) For any student whoisther ecipient of a Performance L oan and who

is eligible to use the loan at an out-of-state nonpublic college or university

pur suant totheprovisionsof Subpar agr aph (a) of thisPar agr aph, thestateshall

issuealoan in theamount deter mined by theadministering agency to equal the

weighted average of amounts paid under this Section for students attending

L ouisiana public colleges and universities that offer academic undergraduate

degrees. The state shall pay a stipend that is not subject to repayment by

students who receive the Performance Loan in the amount of two hundred

dollars per semester or four hundred dollar s per academic year.

(iii) For any student who istherecipient of an Honors L oan and whois

gligible to use the loan at an out-of-state nonpublic college or university

pur suant totheprovisionsof Subpar agr aph (a) of thisPar agr aph, thestateshall

issuealoan in theamount deter mined by theadministering agency to equal the

weighted average of amounts paid under this Section for students attending

L ouisiana public colleges and univer sities that offer academic under graduate

degrees. The state shall pay a stipend that is not subject to repayment by

students who receive the Honor s L oan in the amount of four hundred dollars

per semester or eight hundred dollars per academic vear.

B.(1) A student who meetstherequirements of this Subsection shall be
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therecipient of a" TOPS-Tech L oan" for the purposes of this program.

(2) Aspart of thelL ouisiana Taylor Opportunity Program for Students,

the state shall issue a loan in the amount determined by the administering

agency in accor dancewith theprovisionsof Subparagraph (€) of thisPar agraph

for any student who enrolls on a full-time bass in an €ligible college or

university as defined in Subsection A of this Section to pursue skill or

occupational training asdefined by theBoar d of Regents, including avocational

or _technical education certificate or diploma program or a nonacademic

under graduatedegr ee, and who meetsthefollowing qualificationsand all other

applicable qualifications of this Part:

(a) Complieswith the provisions of Subpar agraphs (A)(1)(a) and (b) of

thisSection, except that thestudent shall haveacompositescor eon thespecified

ACT of seventeen or higher or an equivalent concor dant valueon any enhanced

or revised version of such test or on the Scholastic Aptitude Test. The student

may, as an alternative requirement, have attained a silver level score on the

assessments of the ACT Wor kK eys system.

(b) Except as otherwise provided by this Section, has successfully

completed acorecurriculum, and meetsstandardsfor admission tothedesired

eligible college or university. Except as otherwise provided by this Section, a

student may qualify for a TOPS-Tech L oan by meeting the core curriculum

requirements of Subparagraph (A)(1)(e) of this Section or the corecurriculum

defined asfollows:

(i) English I, 11,111, and IV (four units, or substituteoneunit of Business

English for English 1V).

(ii) Algebral (oneunit); or both Algebral, Part 1 and Algebral, Part 2;

or both Applied Mathematics| and Applied Mathematics||.

(iii) Geometry, Applied Mathematics 11, Algebra 1I, Financial

M athematics, Advanced Mathematics |, Advanced Mathematics |1, Discrete

M athematics, or Probability and Statistics (two units). Integrated M athematics

Page 22 of 52
Coding: Words which are struek-throtgh are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and under scored are additions.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

SLS 11RS-204 ORIGINAL

SB NO. 138

[, 11, and 11l may be substituted for Algebral, Geometry, and Algebrall, and

shall be consider ed the equivalent of the threerequired math units.

(iv) Biology (one unit).

(v) Chemistry or Applied Chemistry (one unit).

(vi) Earth Science, Environmental Science, Agrisciencel and |1 (both for

one unit), Physical Science, Integrated Science, Biology |l, Chemistry 11,

Physics, Physics |1, or Physicsfor Technology (one unit).

(vii) American History (one unit).

(viii) World History, Western Civilization, or World Geography (one

unit).

(ix) Civicsand Free Enterprise (one unit combined) or Civics (one unit,

nonpublic).

(x) Remaining cor e cour ses shall be selected from one of the following

options:

(aa) OPTION 1, consisting of four units as follows:

(1) Fine Arts Survey (one unit) or substitute two units of performance

cour sesin music, dance, or theater: or substitutetwo unitsof visual art cour ses;

or _substitute two units of studio art courses; or a course from the career and

technical program of studiesthat isapproved by the StateBoard of Elementary

and Secondary Education; or substitute oneunit asan electivefrom amongthe

other subjectslisted in this core curriculum.

(11) Foreign Language, Technical Writing, Speech |, or Speech |1 (two

units).

(L11) One unit from the secondary computer education program of

studies that is approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary

Education.

(bb) OPTION 2, consisting of six unitsrequired asaconcentration under

the car eer optionslaw asfollows:

(1) At least four unitsin a career major comprised of a sequence of
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related specialty cour ses.

(11) At least two unitsin related or technical fields, including credit in a

basic computer course.

(c) Students funded through the Louisiana minimum foundation

program and who are attending any high school in an adjoining state pur suant

to an agreement in effect as of June 4, 1994, between the parish school system

and the local gover ning authority of the school in the adjoining state shall be

considered as having graduated from a state-approved nonpublic high school

for the purpose of qualifying under this Section.

(d)(i) For any student attending an €eligible public college or university

that doesnot offer an academicunder graduatedegr eeat thebaccalaur eatelevel

or_higher, the amount shall equal the actual cost of tuition.

(ii) For any student attending an eligiblecollegeor university other than

as provided for in Item (i) of this Subparagraph, the amount shall equal the

weighted aver age of amounts paid pursuant to Item (i) of this Subparagraph.

(3) To continuetoreceive state educational loans under this Subsection

once enrolled in an institution, a student shall meet all of the following:

(a) Make steady academic progress as defined by the administering

agency towar d completion of ther equirementsof theprogram in which enrolled

ear ning not lessthan the minimum number of hour s of credit required for full-

time standing or the required number of hours needed to complete the

program's requirements. If at any time a student fails to maintain the

cumulative grade point aver agerequired for continuation in theprogram or as

of the end of any term during the school year fails to make steady academic

proaress as defined by the administering agency, the student shall become

ingligiblefor further receipt of educational loansunder thisPart. Educational

loans may bereinstated upon attainment of the grade point average required

for continuation of the original loan and the standards for steady academic

progressasdefined by theadministering agency, provided that the student has
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maintained other continuation requirements and the period of ineligibility did

not persist for morethan oneyear from thedateof lossof diqibility. I f thisone-

yvear period isinterrupted dueto a student's active duty servicein the United

States Armed For ces, theone-year period shall beextended for alength of time

equal to the student's active duty service, not to exceed four years.

(b) M aintain continuousenr ollment asafull-timestudent unlessgranted

an exception for cause by the administering agency.

(c) Have a cumulative grade point aver age of at least 2.5 calculated on

a4.00 scale.

(4)(a) In addition to the provisions of the introductory paragraph of

Paragraph (A)(1) of this Section, for purposes of the TOPS-Tech Loan as

provided by thisPart, theterm " eligible collegesand universities' shall include

any school that hasa valid and current certificate of reqgistration issued by the

State Boar d of Cosmetoloqy in accor dancewith law and that isaccredited by an

accrediting organization recognized by the United States Department of

Education and any proprietary school that has a valid and current license

issued by the Boar d of Regentsin accor dancewith law and that isaccr edited by

an_accr editing organization recognized by the United States Department of

Education. Such a school also shall comply with all other applicable provisions

of thisPart and rules adopted by theadministering agency relativeto a college

or_university being initially eligible and remaining eligible for program

PpuUrposes.

(b) For a student who is the recipient of a TOPS-Tech Loan and who

enrollsin a school that is eligible pursuant to the provisions of Subparagraph

(a) of this Paragraph to pursue skill or occupational training as defined by the

Board of Regents, including a vocational or technical education certificate or

diploma program or anonacademic under graduatedegree, thestateshall issue

a loan in the amount determined by the administering agency to equal the

weighted average of amounts paid under this Section for students attending
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public colleges and universities who are enrolled in the permitted skill or

occupational training, as may be applicable.

(5)(a) In addition to the provisions of the introductory paragraph of

Paragraph (A)(1) of this Section, a student who is the recipient of an

Opportunity, Performance, or Honors loan and who pursues skill or

occupational trainingasdefined by theBoar d of Regents, includingavocational

or_technical education certificate or diploma program or a nonacademic

under graduate degr ee, may use the proceeds of theloan at any school that has

a valid and current certificate of registration issued by the L ouisiana State

Board of Cosmetology in accordance with law and that is accredited by an

accrediting organization recognized by the United States Department of

Education and at any proprietary school that has a valid and current license

issued by the Boar d of Regentsin accor dancewith law and that isaccr edited by

an accrediting organization recognized by the United States Department of

Education. Such a school shall comply with all other applicable provisions of

thisPart and rules adopted by the administering agency relativeto a college or

university being initially eligibleand remaining eligiblefor program purposes.

(b) For a student who isthe recipient of an Opportunity, Perfor mance,

or Honors loan and who enrolls in a school that is eligible pursuant to the

provisions of Subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph to pursue the skill or

occupational training asdefined by theBoar d of Regents, includingavocational

or _technical education certificate or diploma program or a nonacademic

undergraduate degree, the state shall issuealoan in an amount deter mined by

theadministering agency to equal the weighted aver age of amounts paid under

this Section for students attending public colleges and universities who are

enrolled in the permitted skill or occupational training, as may be applicable.

Thestudentswho are€ligiblefor the Performance and Honor sloans shall also

receive the stipends authorized in Subsection A of this Section.

C.(1) The provisions of this Section shall be administered by the

Page 26 of 52
Coding: Words which are struek-throtgh are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and under scored are additions.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

SLS 11RS-204 ORIGINAL

SB NO. 138

L ouisiana Student Financial AssistanceCommission. Theadministeringagency

may provideby rule adopted asprovided by the Administrative Procedur e Act

for all matters necessary to theimplementation of this Section.

(2) Except as otherwise provided by this Paragraph, the administering

agency by rule shall providefor:

(a) A mechanism for_informing all students of the availability of the

assistanceprovided pur suant tothisSection early enough in their schoolingthat

a salutary motivational effect is possible.

(b) Applications, for ms, financial audit procedures, eligibility and other

program audit procedures, and other matters related to efficient operation,

includingtimelinesand deadlinesfor r eceipt by theadministering agency of any

information required to implement the provisions of this Part. The

administering agency may provide an alter native application for studentswho

can demonstrate that they do not qualify for federal grant aid.

(c)(i) A procedurefor waiver of thereguirement that a student complete

thehigh school curriculum specified in thisSection upon proper documentation

by the high school's principal or authorized designee that the student is an

exceptional child asdefined by R.S. 17:1942(B), excluding qifted and talented,

and that failureto comply with the specified curriculum was due solely to the

student's exceptionality.

(ii) A procedure for waiver of a high school curriculum requirement

specified in this Section for any student not other wise cover ed by theprovisions

of Item (i) of this Subparagraph but who has one or more learning, visual,

hearing, or physical disabilities diagnosed by a person licensed or certified to

diagnose such disability, when the diagnosis states the need for the student to

be provided special accommodation by the high school relative to the

curriculum requirement, the student requested and was provided such special

accommodation by the high school, and failureto comply with the curriculum

requirement was due solely to the student being disabled.
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(d) A requirement that all reports of student performance or disability

submitted totheadministering agency and used to deter minestudent €ligibility

be certified by theresponsible authority.

(e) Guidelines and procedures by which the administering agency may

update the course name and establish course equivalencies for any course

included in the definition of core curriculum provided by this Section. The

quidelinesand proceduresshall includebut not belimited toarequirement that

any changein a cour se name and the establishment of any cour se equivalency

be done by rule adopted by the administering agency and a requir ement that

prior toissuing a notice of intent to consider any such rule the administering

agency shall consult with and seek thewritten commentsand recommendations

of the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education and the Board of

Regents on making the name change or establishing the cour se equivalency.

(f) Guidelines and procedures directing that when tuition is paid from

a sour ce other than the loan made pursuant to this Section, the loan shall be

applied by theinstitution attended by the student towar d payment of expenses

other than tuition which aredescribed in theterm " cost of attendance" asthat

termisdefined in 20 U.S.C. 1087(11), asamended, for the pur pose of qualifying

thestudent or_hisparent or court-ordered custodian for thefederal incometax

credits provided for under 26 U.S.C. 25A.

(0)(i)(aa) Guidedlines and procedures permitting the administering

agency toreceiveand consider an application for an initial loan, an application

for the continuation of aloan, or an application to return from an out-of-state

collegeor university under thisPart that isreceived by theagency after thefinal

deadline established by the agency for the receipt of such application but not

later than one hundred twenty days after the deadline.

(bb) Guidelines and procedur es per mitting the administering agency to

receiveand consider an application for aloan under thisPart as authorized by

Subsection T of this Section that is received by the agency after the final
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deadline established by the agency for the receipt of such application, but not

later than one hundred twenty days after the deadline.

(i) When issuing aloan based on an application that isconsider ed by the

agency pursuant to the provisions of this Subparagraph and such application

isreceived by the agency not later than sixty days after the final deadline, the

agency shall reduce the time period of eligibility for the loan as set forth in

Subsection H of this Section by one semester or an equivalent number of units

at an eligibleinstitution which operateson a schedulebased on unitsother than

semesters.

(iii) When issuing a loan based on an application that is consider ed by

the agency pursuant to the provisions of this Subparagraph and such

application is received by the agency more than sixty days after the final

deadline, theagency shall reducethetimeperiod of dligibility for theloan as set

forth in Subsection H of this Section by two semester sor an equivalent number

of units at an eligible institution which operates on a schedule based on units

other than semesters.

(h)(i) Guidelinesand procedur esper mittingtheadministeringagency to

receive and consider an applicant's qualifying score on the ACT or on the

Scholastic Aptitude Test which isfirst obtained on an authorized testing date

after the national April ACT testing date in the year of the applicant's high

school graduation but prior to July first of the year of such graduation.

(ii) When granting aloan to an applicant whose qualifying test scoreis

consider ed by the agency pursuant to the provisions of this Subpar agraph, the

agency shall reduce the time period of eligibility for the loan as set forth in

Subsection H of this Section by one semester or an equivalent number of units

at an eligibleinstitution which oper ateson a schedulebased on unitsother than

semesters.

(3) In addition to any other requirementsof thisPart, theadministering

agency shall notify all appropriate public and nonpublic school personnel,
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including school counselor s, of any changesin law or agency rulesrelativetothe

Taylor Opportunity Program for Students no later than sixty days after such
change.

D. Each city, parish, and other local public school board for the high

school under its jurisdiction or the principals of such high schools and the

principal or headmaster of each nonpublic high school approved by the State

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education shall:

(1) Usingthecriteriain Subparagraphs (A)(1)(b). (c). (d), and (e) of this

Section asthe minimum qualificationsfor selection, identify and certify to the

administering agency those achieving the required academic standards to

qualify for aloan pursuant to this Section.

(2) Using the criteria in Subparagraphs (A)(1)(b) and (B)(2)(b) of this

Section asthe minimum qualificationsfor selection, identify and certify to the

administering agency those achieving the required academic standards to

qualify for a TOPS-Tech L oan pursuant to this Section.

E.(1) The legislature annually shall appropriate to the administering

agency funds which, together with any other funds available, ar e sufficient to

cover the disbursements for the loans made pursuant to this Part, both initial

and continuing, for the coming academic year. All loan disbur sements shall be

made by theadministering agency dir ectly totheinstitution to which such loan

disbursement is due after notice to the institution that the state shall pay, on

behalf of the qualifying student, the applicable loan amount stipulated in this

Section and after notice from the institution that the student has actually

enrolled.

(2) Noloan disbur sementsmadeon behalf of any student receivingaloan

pursuant to the provisions of this Part shall be used by an institution of higher

education to supplant the granting of freetuition for such student pursuant to

a scholar ship given in accordancewith the provisions of Act No. 43 of the 1884

Regular Session of the L egislatur e, as amended.
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F. Theadministering agency may seek, accept, and expend funds from

any sour ce, includingprivatebusiness, industry, foundations, and other groups

aswell asany federal or other gover nmental funding availablefor thispurpose.

G. Implementation of the educational loan program provided by this

Section shall be subject to the appropriation of fundsfor this purpose.

H.(1) Nostudent shall beeligiblefor an educational loan pursuant tothis

Section for the Opportunity L oan, the Perfor mance L ocan, or the HonorsL oan

for morethan eight semesters or an equivalent number of unitsin an €eligible

institution which oper ates on a schedule based on units other than semesters,

unless an extension isgranted by the administering agency in accordancewith

itsrules.

(2) No student shall be eligiblefor an educational loan pursuant to this

Section for the TOPS-Tech Loan for mor e than two year s unless an extension

isgranted by the administering agency in accordance with itsrules.

(3)(a) Any student who is eligible for an Opportunity, Perfor mance, or

Honorsloan and successfully completes an academic undergraduate degreein

lessthan the eight semestersor its equivalent loan disbur sements provided by

this Subsection shall be dligible to continue to receive educational loans under

thisPart, in accordancewith thelimitationsas specified in Subpar agraph (c) of

this Paragraph, for any remaining semester or_semesters or_the equivalent

ther eof of igibility not used to obtain theunder graduatedegr eeprovided such

student pursues a postgraduate academic degree at an €ligible institution and

thestudent continuesto meet all academic and other requirementsprovided by

this Section and by ruleof theadministering agency for continued r eceipt of the

loan asan under gr aduate except assuch requir ements, including r equir ements

provided by this Section for under graduate students, may be modified by the

administering agency asnecessary to apply such requirementsto postgraduate

study.

(b) In developing rulesto implement this Par agr aph, the administering
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agency shall establish reasonable time lines and deadlines for receipt of any

information required to implement this Paragraph both for current and

subsequent studentsr eceiving Oppor tunity, Perfor mance, or Honor sloansand

for any student previously receiving such aloan who successfully completed an

academic undergraduate degree in less than eight semesters. Such rules shall

also provide for appropriate notice to all such students of the time lines,

deadlines, and rules gover ning implementation of this Paragraph.

(c) The amount of the educational loan under this Paragraph shall not

exceed theamountsdeter mined by theadministering agency toequal thetuition

charged for the postgraduate study or for under graduate full-time enr ollment

charged by the highest cost public college university in the state, whichever

amount isless.

. A loan issued pursuant to this Section may be combined with a

disbursement from the Louisiana Student Tuition Assistance and Revenue

Trust Program, asprovidedinR.S. 17:3091 through 3099.2, to pay thestudent's

tuition, and any portion of theloan which isoffset by such a disbur sement shall

then be expended in payment of current year educational expenses as defined

by the administering agency and billed to the student by the institution. Any

remaining balance of theloan amount may then be expended by the student in

payment of room and board.

J. No student shall receive aloan disbur sement pur suant to this Section

in an amount greater than thetuition charged by theinstitution attended. The

institution shall credit any amount in excessof thecost of tuition tothestudent's

account to pay room and board or other " cost of attendance" . Thestudent shall

apply for a federal grant prior to receiving a grant of state funds under this

Section unlessthe student can demonstratethat he does not qualify for federal

grant aid.

K.(1)(a) Notwithstanding any provision of this Section to the contrary,

any student who acceptsloan proceedsasprovided in this Section and who also
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qualifiesfor any other financial assistance offered by the statepublic college or

univer sity which thestudent attends shall beallowed to combine such loan and

financial assistance in any manner to cover any "cost of attendance' as

deter mined for that student in accor dancewith requlationsgover ningtheaward

of federal student aid under TitlelV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as

amended, including room and boar d, books, and other instructional materials.

(b) Additionally, any student whoiseligiblefor aloan asprovidedin this

Section shall beallowed to usethe proceeds of such loan in any manner to cover

any "cost of attendance' at an €ligible public college or university as

deter mined for that student in accor dancewith r equlationsgover ningtheaward

of federal student aid under TitlelV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as

amended.

(2) If a student is receiving other financial assistance that, when

combined with a loan issued under this Section, exceeds the "cost of

attendance" as determined for that student in accordance with regulations

governing the award of federal student aid under Title IV _of the Higher

Education Act of 1965, as amended, the amount of any federal student loans

shall bereduced by the amount of such excess and if thereis still an excessthe

amount of the loan under this Part shall be reduced by the amount of such

EXCESS.

L.(1) Intheevent thelegislatureappropriatesinsufficient money tofund

all loans made to students qualifying under the provisions of this Section, the

number of studentsto whom loans shall be made shall bereduced as necessary

pursuant to a procedur e set out by rule adopted by the administering agency.

The procedur e shall include consider ation of the following:

(a) Whether the student is eligible for the TOPS Tech Loan or for the

Opportunity, Performance or Honor s loans.

(b) Thescoreson the ACT for studentswho have met therequirements

for initial digibility and havereceived aloan for lessthan two semestersor an
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equivalent number of units.

(c) The student's college cumulative grade point average for students

who havereceived aloan for two or more semesters or an equivalent number

of units.

(d) The number of semestersor equivalent units completed for which a

loan was made in accor dance with this Section.

(e) The scores on the ACT and then on the ability of each student's

family to pay the student's tuition as evidenced by the expected family

contribution determined by using the standardized federal methodology for

establishing student financial need. Students for whom the expected family

contribution cannot be determined shall be treated as having the highest

expected family contribution.

(2) Among students denied their loans as provided in this Subsection,

those students whose families havetheleast capacity to pay shall bethefirst to

receivetheir loansif monies become available.

M.(1) Notwithstanding any initial student eligibility requirement of this

Part to the contrary, a student shall be eligible to receive a TOPS-Tech L oan

pur suant tothisSection provided each of theapplicablefollowing conditionsar e

met:

(a) Thestudent hasbeen certified by theprincipal or headmaster tohave

graduated from an out-of-state high school that is accredited by a regional

accrediting organization recognized by the United States Department of

Education and meetsthe standar ds adopted by the State Board of Elementary

and Secondary Education for approval of nonpublic schoolsin L ouisiana; or

from a high school which hasbeen approved by the United States Department

of Defense.

(b) The student has a composite score on the most revision of the ACT

which is at least three points higher than that required by this Section for a

student graduating from a L ouisiana public high school or nonpublic high
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school which has been approved by the State Board of Elementary and

Secondary Education or an eguivalent concordant value on an enhanced or

revised version of thetest or on the Scholastic Aptitude Test.

(c) Unless granted an exception for cause by the administering agency,

the student has enrolled in a L ouiSiana public postsecondary institution as a

fir st-timefreshman not later than thesemester , excluding summer semestersor

sessions, immediatdy followingthefir st anniver sary of thedatethat thestudent

graduated from high school or, if the student joins the United States Armed

Forces within one year after graduating from high school, has enrolled in a

L ouisiana public postsecondary institution as a fir st-time freshman not later

than the semester, excluding summer semesters or _sessions, immediately

followingthefifth anniversary of thedatethat the student graduated from high

school.

(d) The student meets the dligibility requirements provided in

Subpar agraph (A)(1)(a) of this Section.

(2) Notwithstanding any initial student €eligibility requirement of this

Part tothecontrary, a student shall beeligibleto receivean Opportunity L oan

pursuant to this Section provided each of the following conditions are met:

(@) The student meets the digibility requirements provided in

Subpar agraph (1)(a) of this Subsection.

(b) Unless granted an exception for cause by the administering agency,

the student has enrolled in an eligible college or university as a first-time

freshman not later than the semester, excluding summer semester sor sessions,

immediately following the first anniversary of the date that the student

graduated from high school or, if the student joins the United States Armed

Forces within one year after graduating from high school, has enrolled in an

gligible college or university as a first-time freshman not later than the

semester, excluding summer semesters or_sessions, immediately following the

fifth anniversary of the date that the student graduated from high schooal.
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(c) Thestudent hasa composite scoreon the ACT which isat least three

pointshigher than that required by this Section for a student graduating from

a Louisiana public high school or nonpublic high school which has been

approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education or_an

equivalent concor dant value on an enhanced or revised version of thetest or on

the Scholastic Aptitude Test.

(d) The student meets the dligibility requirements provided in

Subpar agraph (A)(1)(a) of this Section.

(3) Notwithstanding any initial student eligibility requirement of this

Section to the contrary, a student shall be €eligible to receive a Performance

L oan pur suant tothisSection provided each of thefollowing conditionsar emet:

(@) The student meets the dligibility requirements provided in

Subpar agraph (1)(a) of this Subsection.

(b) Unless granted an exception for cause by the administering agency,

the student has enrolled in an eligible college or university as a first-time

freshman not later than the semester, excluding summer semester sor sessions,

immediately following the first anniversary of the date that the student

graduated from high school or, if the student joins the United States Armed

Forces within one year after graduating from high school, has enrolled in an

gligible college or university as a first-time freshman not later than the

semester, excluding summer _semesters or_sessions, immediately following the

fifth anniversary of the date that the student graduated from high schoal.

(c) Thestudent has a composite scoreon the ACT which isat least three

pointshigher than that required by this Section for a student graduating from

a Louisiana public high school or nonpublic high school which has been

approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education or_an

eguivalent concor dant value on an enhanced or revised version of thetest or on

the Scholastic Aptitude Test.

(d) The student meets the dligibility requirements provided in

Page 36 of 52
Coding: Words which are struek-throtgh are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and under scored are additions.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

SLS 11RS-204 ORIGINAL

SB NO. 138

Subpar agraph (A)(1)(a) of this Section.

(4) Notwithstanding any initial student eligibility requirement of this

Part to the contrary, a student shall be €ligible to receive an Honors L oan

pursuant to this Section provided each of the following conditions are met:

(@) The student meets the eligibility requirements provided in

Subpar agraph (1)(a) of this Subsection.

(b) Unless granted an exception for cause by the administering agency,

the student has enrolled in an eligible college or university as a first-time

freshman not later than the semester, excluding summer semester sor sessions,

immediately following the first anniversary of the date that the student

graduated from high school or, if the student joins the United States Armed

Forces within one year after graduating from high school, has enrolled in an

gligible college or university as a first-time freshman not later than the

semester, excluding summer semesters or_sessions, immediately following the

fifth anniversary of the date that the student graduated from high schooal.

(c) Thestudent has a composite scoreon the ACT which isat least three

points higher than that required by this Section for a student graduating from

a Louisiana public high school or nonpublic high school which has been

approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education or_an

eguivalent concor dant value on an enhanced or revised version of thetest or on

the Scholastic Aptitude Test.

(d) The student meets the dligibility requirements provided in

Subpar agraph (A)(1)(a) of this Section.

N.(1) Notwithstanding any initial student eligibility requirement of this

Part to the contrary, a student shall be eligible to receive a TOPS-Tech L oan

pur suant to this Section provided each of the following conditions are met:

(a) Thestudent hasbeen certified by aparent or court-ordered custodian

to have successfully completed at thetwelfth gradelevel ahomestudy program

approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education.
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Additionally, the student, if ever enrolled in a L ouisiana public high school or

nonpublic _high school which has been approved by the State Board of

Elementary and Secondary Education, must have begun his studies in the

approved home study program no later than the conclusion of thetenth grade

year.

(b) The student meets the eligibility requirements provided in

Subpar agraph (A)(1)(a) of this Section.

(c) The student has a composite score on the ACT which is at least two

points higher than that required by this Section for a student graduating from

a Louisiana public high school or nonpublic high school which has been

approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education or an

equivalent concor dant value on an enhanced or revised ver sion of thetest or on

the Scholastic Aptitude Test.

(d) Unless granted an exception for cause by the administering agency,

the student has enrolled in a L ouisiana public postsecondary institution as a

fir st-timefreshman not later than thesemester, excluding summer semestersor

sessions, immediately following the first anniversary of the date that the

student's initial application isreceived by the administering agency or, if the

student joinsthe United States Armed For ceswithin oneyear after completing

the home study program, has enrolled in a Louisiana public postsecondary

institution as a first-time freshman not later than the semester, excluding

summer semesters or sessions, immediately following the fifth anniversary of

the date that the student's initial application isreceived by the administering

agency.

(2) Notwithstanding any initial student eligibility requirement of this

Part tothecontrary, astudent shall beeligibleto receivean Opportunity L oan

pursuant to this Section provided each of the following conditions are met:

(@) The student meets the digibility requirements provided in

Subparagraphs (1)(a), (b), and (d) of this Subsection.
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(b) The student has a composite score on the ACT which is at least two

pointshigher than that required by this Section for a student graduating from

a Louisiana public high school or nonpublic high school which has been

approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education or_an

equivalent concor dant value on an enhanced or revised version of thetest or on

the Scholastic Aptitude Test.

(3) Notwithstanding any initial student eligibility requirement of this

Part to the contrary, a student shall be eligibleto receive a Performance L oan

pur suant to this Section provided each of the following conditions are met:

(a) _The student meets the eligibility requirements provided in

Subparagraphs (1)(a), (b), and (d) of this Subsection.

(b) The student has a composite score on the ACT which isat |east one

point higher than that required by this Section for a student graduating from

a Louisiana public high school or nonpublic high school which has been

approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education or an

eguivalent concor dant value on an enhanced or revised version of thetest or on

the Scholastic Aptitude Test.

(4) Notwithstanding any initial student eligibility requirement of this

Part to the contrary, a student shall be eligible to receive an Honors L oan

pursuant to this Section provided each of the following conditions are met:

(@) The student meets the digibility requirements provided in

Subparagraphs (1)(a), (b), and (d) of this Subsection.

(b) The student has a composite score on the ACT which is at |least one

point higher than that required by this Section for a student graduating from

a Louisiana public high school or nonpublic high school which has been

approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education or_an

eguivalent concor dant value on an enhanced or revised version of thetest or on

the Scholastic Aptitude Test.

0. To qualify for a loan pursuant to the provisions of this Part, any
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student who hassuccessfully completed ahomestudy program approved by the

State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education and who has previousy

attended a L ouisiana public high school, a L ouisiana nonpublic high school, or

an out-of-state high school shall be required to provide certification from the

principal, headmaster, or other appropriate person at the high school

previoudy attended that the student was in good standing at the time the

student last attended such school.

P. Notwithstandingany ruleby theadministering agency tothecontrary,

no student who graduates from high school in less than four years and who

receivesaloan under thisPart shall berestricted or otherwisedelayed astothe

date the loan may be first used at an eligible institution due to the student

having graduated from high school in lessthan four years.

Q. In addition to any other eligibility requirement provided for by this

Section for astudent graduating from a L ouisiana nonpublic high school to be

eligible for aloan under this Part, the nonpublic high school from which the

student graduates shall be approved by the State Board of Elementary and

Secondary Education pursuant to R.S. 17:11 and, in addition, shall meet the

standardsrequired by theboard for the studentsin such school to beeligibleto

receive from the state the benefit of appropriations for such items as

transportation, textbooks, and administrative cost reimbur sement.

R. Annually, the L ouisiana Student Financial Assistance Commission

shall, with the cooperation and assistance of the state's institutions of

postsecondary education, query each first-time recipient of a Taylor

Opportunity Program for Students loan to determine the extent to which

receiving theloan influenced the decision of the student to attend a L ouisiana

college or univer sity.

S.(1) Notwithstanding any initial student eligibility requirement of this

Part to the contrary, a student shall be eligible to receive a TOPS-Tech L oan

pursuant to this Section provided each of the following conditions are met:
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(a) Thestudent hasbeen certified by theprincipal or headmaster to have

graduated from a high school located outside of the United States and its

territorieswhich meetsthestandar dsadopted by theStateBoar d of Elementary

and Secondary Education for approval of nonpublic schoolsin L ouisana and

which is accredited by an accrediting organization recognized by the United

States Department of Education or, in the alter native, has been certified by a

par ent or court-order ed custodian to havesuccessfully completed at thetwelfth

gradelevel ahome study program approved by the State Board of Elementary

and Secondary Education conducted outside the United States and its

territories.

(b) Thestudent hasa composite scoreon the ACT which isat least three

points higher than that otherwise required by this Section for a TOPS-Tech

Loan for a student graduating from a L ouisiana public high school or an

equivalent concor dant value on an enhanced or revised version of theor on the

Scholastic Aptitude Test.

(c)(i) If graduating from a high school and unless granted an exception

for cause by the administering agency, the student has enrolled in an €ligible

college or university as a first-time freshman not later than the semester,

excluding summer semesters or _sessions, immediately following the first

anniversary of the date that the student graduated from high school or, if the

student joinstheUnited StatesAr med For ceswithin oneyear after thedatethat

the student graduated from high school, has enrolled in an eligible college or

university as a first-time freshman not later than the semester, excluding

summer semesters or sessions, immediately following the fifth anniversary of

the date that the student graduated from high school.

(i) If acompleter of ahomestudy program approved by the StateBoard

of Elementary and Secondary Education and unless granted an exception for

causeby theadministeringagency, thestudent hasenrolledin an eligiblecollege

or _university as a first-time freshman not later than the semester, excluding
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summer_semesters or sessions, immediately following the first anniversary of

the date that the student completed a home study program approved by the

StateBoard of Elementary and Secondary Education or, if thestudent joinsthe

United States Armed Forces within one year after the date that the student

completed a home study program approved by the State Board of Elementary

and Secondary Education, hasenrolled in an €ligible college or university asa

fir st-timefreshman not later than thesemester, excluding summer semestersor

sessions, immediately followingthefifth anniver sary of thedatethat thestudent

completed a home study program approved by the State Board of Elementary

and Secondary Education.

(d) The student meets the eligibility requirements provided in Items

(A)(D)(a)(i) and (iv) of this Section, provided that a parent or court-ordered

custodian who isliving outside the United States and itsterritories, is actively

engaged in work or _another activity on behalf of a Louisiana employer or

sponsor, and is not on active duty with the United States Armed For ces, may

meet the residency requirement specified in Subsection A of this Section for

dependent students by providing evidence satisfactory to the administering

agency that the parent or _court-ordered custodian complies with all of the

following:

(i) Was a resident of Louisiana who actually lived in Louisiana for at

least thetwenty-four monthspreceding thedate he started thework or activity

outsidethe United States and itsterritories.

(i) Has remained a resident of Louisiana through the date of the

student's graduation from high school or completion of a home study program

approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education.

(2) Notwithstanding any initial student eligibility requirement of this

Part tothecontrary, a student shall bee€ligibleto receivean Opportunity L oan

pursuant to this Section provided each of the following conditions are met:

(@) The student meets the digibility requirements provided in
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Subparagraphs (1)(a), (c), and (d) of this Subsection.

(b) Thestudent hasa composite scoreon the ACT which isat least three

points higher than that otherwiserequired by this Section for an Opportunity

Loan for a student graduating from a Louisiana public high school or an

equivalent concor dant value on an enhanced or revised version of thetest or on

the Scholastic Aptitude Test.

(3) Notwithstanding any provision of Subparagraph (1)(b) or (2)(b) of

this Subsection to the contrary and effective for a student qualifying for an

initial TOPS-Tech or Opportunity loan, the student, if a completer of a home

study program approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary

Education, shall have a minimum composite scoreon the ACT which isat least

two points higher than that otherwise required by this Section for a student

graduatingfrom aL ouisiana publichigh school or nonpublic high school which

hasbeen approved by the StateBoar d of Elementary and Secondary Education

or_an eguivalent concor dant valueon an enhanced or revised version of thetest

or on the Scholastic Aptitude Test.

T. Notwithstanding any provision of this Part to the contrary, any

otherwisequalified student who meetseach of thefollowing conditionsand who

enrollsasafirst-time freshman in an out-of-state college or university, or first

enrollsasafirst-timefreshman in an eligible college or university in L ouisiana

and subsequently enrollsin an out-of-state college or university, may use the

educational loan provided for by thisSection at an eligible collegeor university

in L ouisianain accor dancewith thisSubsection and other applicableprovisions

of thisPart; however, thetime period of loan €eligibility set forth in Subsection

H of this Section shall bereduced by an eqguivalent number of units as may be

applicable for each semester or equivalent time period that the student is

enrolled in an out-of-state college or univer sity:

(1) Thestudent hasbeen deter mined by theadministering agency to meet

the initial eligibility requirements established by this Section for an
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Opportunity, Performance, or Honor s loan.

(2)(a) The student enrolled as a first-time freshman in an out-of-state

college or university in accordance with the timelines specified by this Section

for such enrollmentin an eligiblecollegeor universityin L ouisianaand theout-

of-statecollegeor univer sity isaccr edited by ar egional accr editing or ganization

recognized by the United States Department of Education, or

(b) Thestudent enrolled asafirst-timefreshman in an eligiblecollege or

university in Louisiana in accordance with the timelines specified by this

Section for such enrollment, who subsequently enrolled in_an out-of-state

college or university that is accredited by a regional accrediting organization

r ecognized by theUnited StatesDepartment of Education, and then re-enrolled

in an eligible college or university in L ouisiana.

(3) While enrolled in such an out-of-state college or university the

student met all requirementsof this Section that would have been applicableto

such student for continuation of theinitial loan if thestudent had enrolled in an

eligible college or university in L ouisiana.

U.(1) In addition to other provisions of this Section relative to student

eligibility for Opportunity, Performance, and Honors loans, a student who

meets each of the following conditions shall be eligible for such a loan as

provided by this Subsection:

(a) The student meets the citizenship requirements established by this

Section for program loansand actually residesin thisstatefor at least twoyears

prior to the student'sfirst enrollment in an eligible college.

(b) The student does not meet theinitial digibility requirementsfor an

Opportunity, Performance, or Honor sloan pursuant to any other provision of

this Section.

(c) As certified by a psychologist or psychiatrist licensed to practicein

Louisiana, the student hasa scorethat is at least in the superior range on the

Wechder Intelligence Scale for Children (Third Edition) or revised version of
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such instrument or, if provided for by theadministering agency by rule, hasan

equivalent scor e on a compar able diagnostic instrument.

(d) Ascertified by a psychologist or psychiatrist licensed to practicein

Louisiana, the student has a composite score that is at least at the ninetieth

per centile at the twelfth grade level in the reading, mathematics, and written

lanquage portions of the Wechsler Individual Achievement Test (Second

Edition) or revised version of such test or, if provided for by theadministering

agency by rule, has an equivalent score on a compar abletest.

(e) Prior toenrallingfor thefirst timein an eligiblecollegeor university,

the student mests the requirements of this Section otherwise applicable to a

student who graduates from an eligible L ouisiana high school relative to the

student having at least the minimum composite scoreon the ACT or having an

eguivalent score on the Scholastic Aptitude T est as specified for therespective

loans.

(f)_The student enrolls in an €eligible college or university and after

successful completion of twelve hours of credit the student is enrolled in such

acollegeor university on afull-timebasisno later than hisnineteenth birthday

to pursue an academic undergraduate degree at the baccalaureate level. A

student's loan pursuant to the provisions of this Subsection shall be effective

upon such enrollment on a full-time basis.

(g) The student makes steady academic progress as defined by the

administering agency towar d the baccalaur eate degr ee, ear ns not lessthan the

minimum_number of hours of credit required for full-time standing or the

required number of hours needed to complete the degree program

requirements, and while pursuing such baccalaureate degree maintains a

cumulative grade point aver age as otherwise required by this Section for the

particular loan madeto the student.

(h) Except as otherwise provided by this Subsection, the student meets

and continues to meet all reqguirements of this Section relative to a student
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remaining eligiblefor the particular program loan madeto the student oncea

student isenrolled in an eligible college or university.

(2) State educational loan disbursements on behalf of a student eligible

for aloan pursuant tothis Subsection shall bein the sameamountsasother wise

provided for by this Section for theloan. Theloans provided by this Subsection

shall befor no morethan eight semesters or an equivalent number of unitsin

acollege or university which operates on a schedule based on units other than

semesters unless an extension is granted by the administering agency in

accordance with itsrules.

83048.23. Taylor Opportunity Program for Students L oan Fund; creation

A.lnthestatetreasury, thereishereby created, the Taylor Opportunity

Program for Students L oan Fund, hereinafter referred toasthe" TOPS L oan

Fund."

B.(1) All money collected asrepayment for loans made pursuant to this

Part aswell asear ningsr esulting from theinvestment of any money in thefund

shall, after compliance with Article V11, Section 9(B) of the Constitution of

Louisiana, relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, be deposited

into the fund. In _addition, any unexpended and unencumbered balances

remainingin thefund at the end of any fiscal year shall remain in thefund.

(2) Thestatetreasurer shall invest money inthefund in thesamemanner

and with the same authority as he hasfor the state general fund.

C. The legidature shall annually appropriate money in the fund, in

addition to appropriationsfrom any sour ce, to the commission for the pur pose

of providing loans in compliance with the provisions of this Part.

8§3048.24. Promissory note required; repayment of loan; collection;

gar nishment proceedings

A. Prior to acceptance of an Opportunity, Performance, Honors, or

TOPS-Tech loan under this Part, the student shall execute a promissory note

that includestheterms and conditions upon which theloan shall be made. The
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promissory note shall be prepared by the in-house counsel of the commission

and shall be signed by the student. Electronic signatur es shall be accepted.

B. The conditions of the loan as provided in the promissory note shall

include the student's intent to pursue an academic degree or skill or

occupational training, including a vocational or technical education certificate

or diploma program or a nonacademic undergraduate degreefrom an eligible

college or univer sity.

C. The obligation of the student to repay a loan pursuant to the

provisions of this Part shall remain in effect until the student has repaid the

loan or the commission hasforgiven or discharged theloan, all in accordance

with the terms of the promissory note executed by the student for theloan.

D. Upon breach of any termsof the promissory note by the student, the

remaining amount of theloan paid to the student which thecommission hasnot

forgiven or discharged shall become due and payable by the student in

accordancewith theterms of the promissory note executed by the student, and

the commission shall take all necessary steps to secure collection. The

commission shall have all authority provided by statelaw for collection of any

student loan debt administered by the commission or for the collection of any

debt.

E.(1) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, and in

addition to any other authority provided in state law, the commission may

garnish the disposable pay of a student who is not making the required

repayment under thepromissory noteor under arepayment agreement with the

commission, to collect the amount owed by the student pursuant to the

promissory noterequired by this Section, provided thefollowing requir ements

are satisfied:

(&) The amount deducted for any pay period shall not exceed fifteen

per cent of the student's disposable pay, except that a greater percentage may

be deducted with the written consent of the student.
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(b) The student shall be provided written notice, sent by mail to the

student'slast known address, a minimum of thirty daysprior to theinitiation

of proceedings informing the student of the nature and amount of the loan

obligation tobecollected, theintention of thecommission toinitiatepr oceedings

to collect thedebt thr ough gar nishment of thestudent'spay, and an explanation

of therights of the student pursuant to this Subsection.

(c) The student shall be provided an opportunity to inspect and copy

recordsrelating to the debt.

(d) Thestudent shall beprovided an opportunity to enter into awritten

agreement with the commission to establish aschedulefor therepayment of the

loan debt.

(e) The student shall be provided an opportunity for a hearing in

accor dance with Subsection F of this Section concerning the existence or the

amount of thedebt, and, in thecase of an individual whoser epayment schedule

isestablished other than by awritten agr eement pur suant to Subparagraph (d)

of this Paragraph, concerning the terms of the repayment schedule.

() Noamount may bededucted from thedisposablepay of astudent who

was involuntarily separated from employment and has not been re-employed

for twelve months.

(2) Asused in this Subsection, " disposable pay" meansthat part of the

compensation of any person from an employer remaining after the deduction

of any amountsrequired by law to be withheld.

F.(1) A hearing shall be provided prior to issuance of a garnishment

order if thestudent, on or beforethethirtieth day following the mailing of the

noticeprovided for in Subparagraph (E)(1)(b) of thisSection, and in accordance

with such procedures as the commission may prescribe, files a petition

reguesting such a hearing. If theindividual does not file a petition reguesting

a hearing prior to such date, the commission shall provide the individual a

hearing upon reguest, but such hearing need not be provided prior toissuance

Page 48 of 52
Coding: Words which are struek-throtgh are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and under scored are additions.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

SLS 11RS-204 ORIGINAL

SB NO. 138

of agarnishment order.

(2) Notwithstanding theprovisionsof any other law tothe contrary, any

hearing conducted pur suant to thisPart may, at ther eguest of thecommission,

beconducted by any administrativelaw judge, including thoseemployed by the

Division of AdministrativeLaw or itssuccessor:; however, ahearing under this

Part may not be conducted by an individual under thesupervision or contr ol of

the commission.

(3) Theadministrativelaw judgeshall issueafinal decision nolater than

thirty days after the hearinag.

G.(1) Thenoticeto the employer of thewithholding order shall contain

only such infor mation as may benecessary for theemployer to comply with the

withholding order.

(2) The employer shall pay to the commission as directed in the

withholding order issued. Thecommission may suetheemployer torecover any

amount that such employer fails to withhold from wages due an employee

following receipt of such employer of notice of the withholding order, plus

attorney fees and costs. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary,

for thepurposeof all suitsfiled against employer sunder thisPar agr aph, venue

shall bein the Nineteenth Judicial District Court.

H. An employer may not dischar gefrom employment, refuseto employ,

or takedisciplinary action against an individual subject towagewithholdingin

accor dance with this Section by reason of the fact that the individual's wages

havebeen subject togar nishment under thisSection, and theindividual may sue

in a state or federal court of competent jurisdiction any employer who takes

such action. The court shall award attor ney feesto a prevailing employee and,

in its discretion, may order reinstatement of the individual, award punitive

damages and back pay to the employee, or order such other remedy as may be

reasonably necessary.

|. Notwithstanding theprovisionsof R.S. 9:5701, aloan madeunder this
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Part shall not prescribe.

J. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the

administering agency may file suit to collect on defaulted loans. In all these

suits, the attorney gener al shall represent the administering agency.

83048.25. Reports

The commission shall make areport to the legisature after the end of

each fiscal year of itsactivitiesunder the provisions of this Part.

83048.26. Annual appropriations for loan operations

Costs for loan operations under this Part, including collection of

repayments and of defaulted loans, shall be budgeted by the administering

agency and thelegidature shall appropriate sufficient fundsfor these costs on

an annual basis.

The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part
of the legidlative instrument, were prepared by Sherri H. Breaux.

DIGEST

Present law providesfor the Taylor Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS) asaprogram
of merit scholarshipsfor first time freshman attending public postsecondary institutions or
regionally accredited independent colleges or universitiesin this state who meet a specified
GPA, ACT score, and core curriculum requirements.

Proposed law retains present law eligibility and requirementsfor TOPS awards, which will
be effective and continue to be effective for any student who graduates from high school
through the 2010-2011 school year and who meets the requirements and is awarded a
TOPS-Tech, Opportunity, Performance or Honors Award until the student's program
eligibility ends or graduation from an eligible college or university occurs.

Proposed law re-establishes TOPS as a loan forgiveness program beginning with students
graduating from high school during the 2011-2012 school year. Provides that a TOPS loan
will be made to students who intend to pursue an academic undergraduate degree or skill or
occupational training from an eligible postsecondary institution. Provides that the
establishment of the new loan forgiveness program will in no way affect any student who
graduated from high school during the 2010-2011 school year or before and who received
a TOPS award under the origina TOPS program.

To qualify for aloan, proposed law retains all eligibility requirements as is required for
studentsin present law under the merit scholarship program for aTOPS-Tech, Opportunity,
Performance, or Honors award. Provides that al loan amounts to be made under proposed
law are the same as those provided under the award program in present law. Provides that
any stipend paid for recipients of aPerformance or Honors Loan isnot subject to repayment.
Retains all continuation requirements.

Provides for the adoption of rules for implementation of the loan forgiveness program.
Specifies the methods by which loans will be made in event the legislature appropriates
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insufficient money to fund all loans made to qualifying under proposed law.

Proposed law, requires, under the loan forgiveness program, for students who do not meet
certain continuation requirements, to repay the full amount of the loan with repayment
commencing 12 months after eligibility for a loan has terminated or six months after
full-time attendance at a college or university has ended. Provides that after a student has
completed eligibility, or upon graduation, and before such repayment begins, that the full
amount of theloan and theinterest accrued beforgiven, provided the student completed and
met all the requirements to maintain continued state payments of aloan.

Requiresall students who accept an Opportunity, Performance, Honorsor TOPS-Tech |oan
to sign a promissory note with the La. Student Financial Assistance Commission agreeing
to the terms and conditions upon which the loan is made. Provides that the obligation of the
student to repay a loan remains in effect until the student has repaid the loan or the
commission has forgiven or discharged the loan, all in accordance with the terms of the
jpromissory note.

Providesthat, upon breach of any terms of the promissory note, the remaining amount of the
loan paid to the student which has not been forgiven or discharged becomes due and payable
by the student. Grants to the commission all authority provided by state law for collection
of any student loan debt administered by the commission or for the collection of any debt.

Authorizesthe commission to garnish the disposabl e pay of astudent who is not making the
required repayment under the promissory note or under a repayment agreement with the
commission, to collect the amount owed by the student pursuant to the promissory note.
Specifies conditions and requirements for garnishment.

Providesfor ahearing to be provided prior to issuance of agarnishment order if the student
files apetition requesting such a hearing, on or before the 30th day following the mailing of
the noticeregarding theinitiation of garnishment proceedings. Providesthat if theindividual
does not file a petition requesting a hearing prior to such date, the commission will provide
the individual a hearing upon request, but such hearing need not be provided prior to
issuance of a garnishment order.

Provides that any hearing conducted may, at the request of the commission, be conducted
by any administrative law judge, including those employed by the Division of
Administrative Law. Requiresthe administrative law judgeto issue afinal decision no later
than 30 days after the hearing.

Allows the administering agency to file suit to collect on defaulted loans, and in all such
suits, the attorney general will represent the administering agency.

Creates the TOPS Loan Fund in the state treasury for monies deposited as repayment for
loans as well as earnings resulting from the investment of any money in the fund. Provides
for any unexpended and unencumbered balances remaining in the fund at the end of any
fiscal year to remainin the fund. Providesfor the legidature to annually appropriate money
inthefund, in addition to appropriationsfrom any source, to the commission for the purpose
of providing loans.

Proposed |aw retainsthe present |law program providing for the payment of moniesfor books
and other instructional materials for those persons serving in the La. National Guard and
participating in the tuition exemption program (R.S. 29:36.1) and who meet the
gualificationsfor each TOPS |level as provided in present law. Retains all award amountsto
such students at each award level.

Proposed law retains present law provisions for the TOPS-Tech Early Start Award for
eligible 11th and 12th grade students, which may be used at a La. public postsecondary
education institution for the purpose of pursuing an industry-based occupational or
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vocational education credential as defined by the Board of Regents.
Effective August 15, 2011.

(Adds R.S. 17:3048, 3048.11, 3048.12, and 3048.21 through 3048.26)
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