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HLS 11RS-655 ENGROSSED

Regular Session, 2011
HOUSE BILL NO. 331
BY REPRESENTATIVESLIGI, BILLIOT, CONNICK, HENRY, LABRUZZO, LEGER,

LOPINTO, TEMPLET,ANDWILLMOTT AND SENATORSAPPEL, MARTINY,
MORRELL, AND QUINN

LOCAL GOVT/ORDINANCES: Authorizes certain local governmental subdivisions to
adopt and enforce local codes of conduct or ethics ordinances

AN ACT
To enact R.S. 33:9612.1, relative to certain local governmental subdivisions; to authorize
certain local governmental subdivisionsto adopt and enforcelocal codes of conduct
or ethics ordinances; to provide limitations; and to provide for related matters.
Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published
as provided by Article I, Section 13 of the Constitution of
Louisiana.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 33:9612.1 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

89612.1. Local codes of conduct or ethics ordinances

A. The governing authority of alocal governmental subdivision may adopt

and enforcelocal codesof conduct or ethics ordinances. Any such code or ordinance

may regul ate the same or similar activity as regulated by the provisions of the Code

of Governmental Ethics, R.S. 42:1101 et seq., subject to the provisions of this

Section.

B. The adoption and enforcement of any such code or ordinance shall not

preempt, perempt, or otherwise preclude the enforcement of the Code of

Governmental Ethics, R.S. 42:1101 et seq., by the Board of Ethics nor preclude the

Board of Ethicsfrom having exclusivejurisdiction over the enforcement of the Code

of Governmental Ethics, R.S. 42:1101 et seq.
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C. Theadoption and enforcement of any such codeor ordinanceshall neither

abridge nor abrogate any requirements of R.S. 42:1161.

DIGEST

Thedigest printed below was prepared by House L egidative Services. It constitutes no part
of thelegidativeinstrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Ligi HB No. 331

Abstract: Authorizes certain local governmental subdivisions to adopt and enforce local
codes of conduct or ethicsordinances. Prohibitsany such subdivision from adopting
codes or ordinances that preempt, perempt, or otherwise preclude the enforcement
of the La. Code of Governmental Ethics.

Present law provides that if New Orleans, East Baton Rouge Parish, or Jefferson Parishis
authorized by itshomerule charter, by statute, or by other law to create local ethics entities,
including but not limited to an ethics review board or office of inspector general, the
governing authority may designate the local ethics entity, ethics review board, or office of
inspector general as a law enforcement agency. Additionally authorizes the governing
authority to confer upon the local ethics entity, ethics review board, or office of inspector
genera all investigative powers and privileges appurtenant to a law enforcement agency
under state law. Provides further with respect to the powers granted to alocal ethics entity,
ethics review board, or office of inspector general.

Proposed law retains present law.

Proposed law additionally authorizes the governing authority of New Orleans, East Baton
Rouge Parish, or Jefferson Parish to adopt and enforce local codes of conduct or ethics
ordinances. Provides that the local codes or ordinances may regulate the same or similar
activity asregulated by the provisions of the La. Code of Governmental Ethics (state ethics
code), subject to the provisions of proposed law. Proposed law however prohibitsthelocal
governmental subdivisions from adopting and enforcing any local code or ordinance that
preempts, perempts, or otherwise precludes the enforcement of the state ethics code by the
La Board of Ethics (ethics board) or precludes the ethics board from having exclusive
jurisdiction over the enforcement of the state ethics code. Proposed law further provides
that the adoption and enforcement of any local code or ordinance shall neither abridge nor
abrogate any responsibility of an agency head to take preventive measures, report ethics
violations, and cooperate in investigations as required by present law.

(AddsR.S. 33:9612.1)

Summary of Amendments Adopted by House

Committee Amendments Proposed by House Committee on House and Governmental
Affairsto the origina bill.

1 Removes provisions making proposed law effective upon signature of governor
or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.
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