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Fiscal Note

Current law allows for a statutory limit on medical malpractice claims of $500,000, exclusive of interest, costs and future
medical care (R.S. 40:1299.39(F)).

Proposed law provides for this authority in the constitution. To be submitted at the statewide election on October 22, 2011.
The amendment would become effective January 1, 2012, but would apply retroactively to all established liability limits for
damages incurred in medical or health care claims or against health care providers.  Ballot language is included in the bill.

Currently, the legislature can impose limits on medical liability by statute.  This bill confirms that ability in the constitution
but does not change the current statutory provisions.  The Office of Risk Management contends that having the constitutional
authority for the legislature to set limits on medical malpractice could reduce the need to defend constitutional challenges of
the cap and may lower expenses related to fees paid to the Attorney General. The Legislative Fiscal Office can not confirm
the likelihood of such a change in litigation. 

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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