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Fiscal Note

Proposed legislation creates the crime of unlawful use or access of social media by sex offenders who were either previously
convicted of indecent behavior with juveniles, pornography involving juveniles, computer-aided solicitation of a minor, or
video voyeurism or was previously convicted of a sex offense in which the victim of the offense was a minor.   Proposed
legislation provides an exception for those sex offenders who have permission to access social networking websites, chat 
rooms, or peer-to-peer networks from his probation or parole officer or a court of original jurisdiction.  Proposed legislation
provides that whoever violates the provisions, upon first conviction, be fined no more than $10,000 and be imprisoned at
hard labor for not more than 10 years without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence; and provides that
upon second or subsequent conviction, be fined no more than $20,000 and be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than 5
years nor more than 20 years without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

The proposed legislation may result in an increase in state general fund expenditures if a defendant is convicted of unlawful
use or access of social media.  The exact fiscal impact of the passage of this legislation is indeterminable, since it creates a
new crime and it is not known how many people will be convicted of this crime.  However, any offender sentenced to the 
custody of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections increases expenditures by $55.78 per day per offender in state
facilities, since the penalty provides for imprisonment at hard labor.  The annual cost of incarceration at the state level is
$20,360.

For illustrative purposes, if the offender, upon first conviction, serves the minimum of 10 years, the total cost of incarceration
would be $203,600 (1 offender x $20,360 per year x 10 years).

According to the state sex offender registry, there are a total of 1,819 offenders that were convicted and registered as sex
offenders for the crimes mentioned in this legislation including: 1,634 for indecent behavior with juveniles, 124 for 
pornography involving juveniles, 47 for computer-aided solicitation of a minor, and 14 for video voyeurism.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on state revenues as a result of this measure.  However, any revenue generated
through the imposition of fines as a result of conviction would accrue to local government entities.
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