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Fiscal Note

The proposed law provides that a Louisiana court, presiding over a proceeding instituted by public or private entities vested
with the power of expropriation, shall award the owner of any such property such sum as will reimburse the owner for
reasonable attorney fees, and court costs actually incurred, if the final judgment is that the plaintiff does not acquire at least
fifty percent of the appraised value of the immovable property by expropriation or if the proceeding is abandoned by the
plaintiff.  Under present law, this law applies only to public entities, not public.  Under present law, the reimbursable action to
the owner of a property that is ruled unattainable or if the proceeding is abandoned may only collect reasonable attorney 
fees actually incurred but excludes court costs.

Under current law, an expropriation case that is either unsuccessful or abandoned may incur expenses on the part of public
entities for reasonable attorney fees actually incurred.  The proposed law will extend this requirement to private entities.  The
proposed law will require both public and private entities to also pay for reasonable court costs, at the discretion or ruling of
a Louisiana court in an expropriation case in which the plaintiff does not acquire at least fifty percent of the appraised value
of the immovable property by expropriation or for a withdrawn expropriation case.

As there is no standard by which to judge the costs associated with court proceedings, the Legislative Fiscal Office can only
confirm that passage of this law may result in an indeterminate increase in costs for state and local governments in cases
where an expropriation case is unsuccessful or withdrawn.  Many factors can impact attorney fees and courts costs, including
the complexity of the case, the financial and time investment on the part of plaintiffs or defendants, the need for expert
testimony, and the legal issues involved in the expropriation among others.  Court costs can also vary between different
judicial districts.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Provides relative to attorney fees, court costs and expenses for unsuccessful or abandoned expropriation suits. (gov sig)
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