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Fiscal Note

Current law allows for “legal guardianship.”  Proposed law replaces “legal guardianship” with “guardianship.”  The proposed
law clarifies the role and duties of guardianship.  The proposed law provides the permanence of the guardianship
arrangement when guardianship is ordered by the court.  Also, the proposed law allows for new permanency options for
children in foster care for whom reunification with parents, custody to relatives, or adoption have been ruled out. 

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure.  The proposed law
clarifies provisions of guardianship within the Children’s Code to make it similar to tutorship in the Civil Code.  In addition,
the proposed law clarifies guardianship as a judicial placement as well as requirements, rights and responsibilities of the
guardian.  Guardianship has been in the Children’s Code for many years and the Department of Children and Family Services
(DCFS) is already using guardianship as a custody option.  According to the following agencies, DCFS, the Supreme Court,
Louisiana Public Defender Board, and Mental Health Advocacy Service within the Office of the Governor, this proposed law
will have no anticipated effect on their existing processes and procedures regarding guardianship placement.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
REVENUE EXPLANATION
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Provides relative to guardianship of children in need of care.
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