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Regular Session, 2012
HOUSE BILL NO. 917

BY REPRESENTATIVE BROSSETT

ELECTIONS/ABSENTEE VOTE: Providesrelative to absentee voting by mail

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 18:1308(B), relative to absentee voting by mail; to provide
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relative to procedures for voting absentee by mail; to provide relative to the means
by which absentee voting materials may be returned to the registrar; to require
certification under certain circumstances; to provide for limitations; and to provide

for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 18:13:1308(B) is hereby amended and reenacted to read asfollows:

§1308. Absentee voting by mail

* * *

B. The ballot shall be marked as provided in R.S. 18:1310 and returned to

the registrar by the United States Postal Service, a commercial delivery service, or

hand ddlivery. If hand delivered by other than acommercial delivery service or the

United States Postal Service, the registrar shall require that the person making such

delivery sign astatement, prepared by the secretary of state, certifying that he hasthe

authorization and consent of the voter to hand deliver the marked ballot. No person

except theimmediate family of the voter, asdefined in this Code, shall hand deliver

more than one marked ballot to theregistrar. Upon itsreceipt, theregistrar shall post

the name and precinct of the voter asrequired by R.S. 18:1311.

* * *

Page 1 of 2

CODING: Wordsinstruekthrotgh type are del etionsfrom existing law; words underscored
are additions.



HLS 12RS-1406 ORIGINAL
HB NO. 917

DIGEST

Thedigest printed below was prepared by House L egidative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legidativeinstrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Brossett HB No. 917
Abstract: Providesrelativeto the return of voted absentee by mail ballots to the registrar.

Present law provides relative to absentee voting by mail. Specifies the persons who are
entitled to vote absentee by mail. Provides procedures for making application, to vote
absentee by mail, for receiving absentee voting materials, and for marking the ballot and
executing the other required documents. Proposed law retains present law.

Present law, requires the ballot to be returned to the registrar who, upon receiving it, is
required to post the name and precinct of the voter as required by present law.

Proposed law retains present law and providesfor thefollowing means by which such ballot
shall be returned to the registrar: the U.S. Postal Service (USPS), a commercial delivery
service, or hand delivery. Requirestheregistrar, if aballot is hand delivered other than by
the USPS or acommercial delivery service, to require that the person making the delivery
sign a statement, prepared by the secretary of state, certifying that he has the authorization
and consent of the voter to hand deliver the marked ballot. Prohibits anyone but the
immediate family of the voter to hand deliver more than one marked ballot to the registrar.
Defines "immediate family" asin present law (the individual's children, the spouses of his
children, hisbrothersand their spouses, hissistersand their spouses, his parents, his spouse,
and the parents of his spouse).

(Amends R.S. 18:1308(B))

Page 2 of 2

CODING: Wordsinstruekthrotgh type are del etionsfrom existing law; words underscored
are additions.



