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The proposed legislation may result in an indeterminable increase in state general fund expenditures if a defendant is
convicted for a second or subsequent offense of illegal carrying of weapons if the defendant had a prior conviction for illegal
carrying of weapons pursuant to either the laws of another state, or an ordinance in a municipality, town, or similar political
subdivision of this state or another state.  The exact fiscal impact of the passage of this legislation is indeterminable, since it
is not known how many people have already been convicted in other states, or municipalities, towns, or cities in other states
and how many people will be convicted of this crime.  However, any offender sentenced to the custody of the Department of
Public Safety and Corrections increases expenditures by $24.39 per day per offender in local facilities.  To the extent that
offenders are sentenced and housed in state facilities, the cost per day per offender is $50.75.  Currently, the Department of
Corrections houses 50% of state offenders at the local level and 50% at the state level. 

According to the Department of Corrections, there are currently 29 offenders in custody for illegal carrying of weapons
serving an average sentence of 5.66 years.  In 2011, there were 9 admissions with an average imposed sentence of 3.4
years and 20 releases with an average time served of 0.7 years. 

For illustrative purposes, if a defendant, with a prior conviction of illegal carrying of weapons in another town or state, is
convicted for a second offense in the state and serves the penalty of 5 years at hard labor, the cost of incarceration would be
$92,619 (1 offender x 50.75 per day x 1,825 days).

It should be noted that if the offender is convicted of a second or subsequent offense for illegal carrying of weapons, but 5
years have elapsed since the expiration of the maximum sentence, then the offender would be charged the same penalty for
a first conviction, which is a fine of not more than $500, or imprisoned for not more than 6 months, or both.  To the extent 5
years have elapsed since the maximum sentence expired, local law enforcement agencies may realize an indeterminable
increase in expenditures associated with prison costs.  The cost increase will depend on the number of offenders and the cost
per day for a local law enforcement agency to incarcerate an offender.

Present law provides for the crime of illegal carrying of weapons and provides for enhanced penalties for multiple convictions. 
Proposed law retains present law and adds that a conviction pursuant to the laws of another state, or an ordinance of a
municipality, town, or similar political subdivision of this state or another state which contains any of the elements of present
law shall constitute a prior conviction.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on state revenues as a result of this measure.  However, any revenue generated
through the imposition of fines as a result of conviction would accrue to local government entities.
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