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Fiscal Note

Proposed legislation provides that it shall be unlawful for any person, with the intent to harm, intimidate, threaten, or
defraud, to intentionally impersonate another actual person, without the consent of that person, in order to engage in any of
the following: open an electronic mail account, any other type of account, or a profile on a social networking website or other
internet website; post or send one or more messages on or through a social networking website or other internet website.
Proposed legislation further provides that it shall be unlawful for any person, with the intent to harm or defraud, to send
electronic mail, instant message, text message, or other form of electronic communication that references a name, domain
address, phone number, or other item of identifying information belonging to another person without the consent of that
person and with the intent to cause the recipient of the communication to believe that the other person authorized or
transmitted the communication. Proposed legislation provides for penalties, including a fine of not less than $250 nor more
than $1,000, imprisonment for not less than 10 days nor more than six months, or both.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on state governmental expenditures as a result of this measure.  The proposed
legislation is a misdemeanor; therefore, these offenders are not sentenced to the Department of Public Safety and
Corrections.  Local law enforcement agencies may realize an indeterminable increase in expenditures associated with prison
costs.  The cost increase will depend on the number of persons convicted, the minimum sentence an offender serves, and the
cost per day for a local law enforcement agency to incarcerate an offender.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on state revenues as a result of this measure.  However, any revenue generated
through the imposition of fines as a result of conviction would accrue to local government entities.
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