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DIGEST
Appel (SB 194)

Present law provides that arbitration awards shall be in writing and signed by the arbitrators or a
majority of the arbitrators.

Proposed law retains present law and adds that in any arbitration under the present law arising
from a construction contract, the award may include an equitable apportionment of all related
reasonable attorney fees and reasonable costs between the parties. These costs include, but are
not limited to, reasonable attorney fees, deposition fees, reasonable expert fees, filing fees,
document copying fees, inspection fees, or any other related reasonable cost incurred in the
handling of the arbitration claim.

Effective August 1, 2012.

(Amends R.S. 9:4208)

Summary of Amendments Adopted by Senate

Committee Amendments Proposed by Senate Committee on Judiciary A to the original
bill

1. Limited proposed law to arbitration arising from a construction contract.

2. Changed "shall include" to "may include".

3. Changed from apportionment to the prevailing party to equitable apportionment
between the parties.


