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The bill’s impact on TOPS expenditures is unknown.  However, the Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance (LOSFA)
does not anticipate that the bill will impact many students or have significant costs for TOPS awards. 

LOSFA estimates that approximately 2,700 students a year do not accept their initial TOPS Award for the following reasons:
1) do not intend to go to college, 2) attend college out of state, 3) attend a school or training program not eligible for TOPS,
or 4) enter the military.  The bill applies only to those entering the military, and LOSFA cannot identify how many of the 
2,700 students mentioned above enter the military.  Specifically, LOSFA is aware of only one individual fitting the bill’s 
specific provisions.  As such, this provision from the bill is not likely to affect many students or have significant costs for
TOPS awards.

LOSFA has no information to estimate the number of students affected, or the potential costs associated with extending the
TOPS ineligibility period due to inadequate grades for veterans or the potential costs to retroactively extend the initial TOPS
enrollment period.  However, LOSFA does not believe the bill will affect many students or have significant costs for TOPS
awards.

Present law provides that if the student joins the U. S. Armed Forces within one year of high school graduation, the student
must enroll for TOPS in an eligible college or university as a first-time freshman not later than the semester immediately
following the fifth anniversary of high school graduation or completion of a home study program.  Effective from the 1996
-1997 school year and thereafter, the proposed law extends this four year period for initial TOPS enrollment for veterans to
the length of time of the student's active military service.  Present law further provides that if a period of TOPS ineligibility
due to inadequate grades is interrupted due to a student's active duty service in the U. S. Armed Forces, the ineligibility
period will be extended to a length of time equal to the student's active duty service, not to exceed four years. Proposed law
extends the ineligibility period due to inadequate grades from four years to the length of time of the student's active duty
service.  Effective upon signature of the governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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