SSHB326 1765 4705
HOUSE SUMMARY OF SENATE AMENDMENTS
House Bill No. 326 by Representative Willmott
MENTAL HEALTH: Authorizes certain health professionals to execute an emergency

certificate for admission to a treatment facility of a minor suffering from mental illness or
substance abuse

Synopsis of Senate Amendments

1. Made technical changes to the definition of "family psychiatric mental health
nurse practitioner.”

Digest of Bill as Finally Passed by Senate

Proposed law (Ch.C. Art. 1404(23) and (24)) defines"family psychiatric mental health nurse
practitioner” as meaning an individual who maintains specified credentials and meets the
requirements of a "psychiatric mental health nurse practitioner” as provided in state law.
Further, requiresthat afamily psychiatric mental health nurse practitioner have been engaged
in clinical practicefor not less than three years. Also, proposed law defines " psychol ogist"
asmeaning an individual licensed to practice psychology in La. in accordance with statelaw
or licensed to practice medical psychology in La. in accordance with state law and who has
been engaged in the practice of aclinical specialty for not less than three years.

Present law (Ch.C. Art. 1421) authorizes any physician to execute an emergency certificate
only after an actual examination of a minor alleged to be mentally ill or suffering from
substance abuse who is determined to be in need of immediate medical treatment in a
treatment facility because the examining physician determines him to be dangerous to
himself or others or to be gravely disabled. Further provides that the failure to conduct an
examination prior to the execution of the certificate constitutes evidence of grossnegligence.

Proposed |aw adds authorization for afamily psychiatric mental health nurse practitioner or
psychologist to execute an emergency certificate after examination of the minor and a
determination that such minor is a danger to himself or others.

Present law (Ch.C. Art. 1422(A)(1) and (2)) in pertinent part, requires that an emergency
certificate state the following:

Q) The date of the physician's examination of the minor, which must not be more than
72 hours prior to the date of the signature of the certificate.

2 The objectivefindings of the physician relative to the physical and mental condition
of the minor, leading to the conclusion that he is dangerous to himself or others or
isgravely disabled as aresult of substance abuse or mental illness.

Proposed law modifies present law by specifying that the date afamily psychiatric mental
health nurse practitioner or psychologist examined the minor must also be included in an
emergency certificate.

Present law (Ch.C. Art. 1423(A)(2)) provides that whenever a minor is admitted to a
treatment facility by emergency certificate, the director of the treatment facility must
immediately notify the coroner of the parish in which the treatment facility islocated of the
admission and provide the name of the certifying physician.

Proposed law adds arequirement that if afamily psychiatric mental health nurse practitioner

or psychologist executes the emergency certificate for a minor's admission to a treatment
facility, the director of such facility must provide the name of that health professional to the

Page 1 of 2



SSHB326 1765 4705

parish coroner.

(Amends Ch.C. Arts. 1421, 1422(A)(1) and (2), and 1423(A)(2); Adds Ch.C.Art. 1404(23)
and (24))
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