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Fiscal Note

Proposed legislation creates the crime of filing a false lien against a law enforcement or court officer which occurs when a
person files in any public records, or in any private record which is generally available to the public, any false lien or
encumbrance against the real or personal property of a law enforcement officer or court officer, as retaliation against the
officer for the performance of his official duties, knowing or having reason to know that such lien or encumbrance is false or
contains any materially false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation. 
Proposed legislation provides for the penalties of a fine of not less than $500 nor more than the amount of the value of the
lien or encumbrance, imprisonment, with or without hard labor, for not more than two years, or both.
Proposed legislation  authorizes the court to order the offender to pay restitution to the law enforcement officer or court
officer for any costs incurred as a result of the false lien or encumbrance. 

The proposed legislation may result in an indeterminable increase in state general fund expenditures if a defendant is
convicted of filing a false lien against a court officer or law enforcement officer.  The exact fiscal impact of the passage of this
legislation is indeterminable, since the legislation creates a new crime and it is not known how many individuals will be 
convicted of this crime.  However, any offender sentenced to the custody of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections
increases expenditures by $24.39 per day per offender in local facilities.  To the extent that offenders are sentenced and
housed in state facilities, the cost per day per offender is $50.75.  Currently, the Department of Corrections houses 50% of
state offenders at the local level and 50% at the state level.

To the extent an offender serves the maximum 2 years for the proposed crime, the cost in a local facility would be $17,805
(1 offender x $24.39 per day x 730 days) and the cost in a state facility would be $37,048 (1 offender x $50.75 per day x
730 days).

There is no anticipated direct material effect on state revenues as a result of this measure.  However, any revenue generated
through the imposition of fines as a result of conviction would accrue to local government entities. 
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