Regular Session, 2012 ENROLLED
SENATE BILL NO. 321

BY SENATOR MARTINY

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

VETOED
Click herefor
Veto Message

AN ACT

To enact R.S. 15:574.4(A)(5), relative to parole; to provide for eligibility for parole

consideration for certain inmates who are at least fifty years of age and have met

certain conditions; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana

Section 1. R.S. 15:574.4(A)(5) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
8574.4. Parole; igibility
A. * * *

(5) Notwithstanding any provision of law tothecontrary, unlesseligible

for parole at an earlier date, a per son committed to the Department of Public

Safety and Corrections for aterm or terms of imprisonment with or without

benefit of paroleand serving alife sentence order ed pur suant to the provisions

of R.S. 15:529.1 of Act No. 1245 of the 1995 Regular Session of the L egislature

that were amedlior ated by Section 2 of Act No. 403 of the 2001 Regular Session

of the L egidature, shall be eligiblefor parole consider ation upon reaching the

age of fifty yearsold if all of the following conditions are met:

(a) Theoffender hasnot been convicted of acrimeof violenceasdefined

in R.S. 14:2(B); however , for purposes of this Par agr aph, a conviction shall not

beconsidered acrimeof violenceif in fact physical violencewasnot per petr ated

against the victim by the offender in the commission of the crime.

(b)The offender has served at least fifteen years of imprisonment in

actual custody.

(c) Theoffender has not committed any disciplinary offensesin twelve

consecutive months prior to the parole dligibility date.

(d) Theoffender hascompleted substanceabusetr eatment asapplicable.
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(e) The offender has completed anger management treatment as

applicable.

(f) Theoffender hasobtained alow-risk level designation deter mined by

a validated risk assessment instrument approved by the secretary of the

Department of Public Safety and Corr ections.

(0) Theoffender hascompleted themandator y minimum of onehundred

hour s of pre-release programming in accordance with the provisions of R.S.

15:827.1, if such programming is available.

(h) Theoffender hasobtained a GED credential, unlesstheoffender has

previously obtained a high school diplomaor isdeemed by a certified educator

asbeingincapableof obtaininga GED credential dueto alear ning disability or

becausesuch programmingisnot available. | f theoffender isdeemed incapable

of obtaining a GED credential, the offender shall successfully complete at |east

one of thefollowing:

(i) A literacy program.

(ii) An adult basic education program.

(iii) A job skillstraining program.

* * *

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:

VETO MESSAGE

"Senate Bill No. 321 by Senator Martiny would allow certain criminals convicted of crimes
of violence to become €ligible for parole. Contrary to the author's intent, the language
employed in the bill is too ambiguous and could have inadvertent consequences. This
language could allow a criminal who committed a violent act, even though they did not
physically harm the victim, to become €eligible for parole and released from jail.

For thisreason, | have vetoed Senate Bill No. 321 and hereby return it to the Senate.”
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