Smith (HB 215) Act No. 245

Prior law provided that a person who has been charged with a crime of violence shall be
prohibited from communicating with a victim of the offense for which the person has been
convicted or for which the disposition of the caseis pending.

New law amends prior law to providethat the offender charged with acrimeof violence shall
be prohibited from communicating with a victim of the offense for which he is charged.

Prior law provided that avictim and offender who has been charged with acrime of violence
may only communicate if the victim consents to the communication through the local
prosecuting agency and either of the following are satisfied:

Q) The victim and the offender have consented to participating in arestorative justice
program administered through DPS& C.

2 The communication is made through the counsel of the offender or the offender
himself if heis representing himself at trial.

New law amends prior law and provides that a victim and offender who has been charged
with acrimeof violence may only communicateif the victim consentsto the communication
through the local prosecuting agency, and the communication is made through the counsel
of the offender, counsel's staff or representative, or the offender if heisrepresenting himself
attrial.

New law provides that a person who has been sentenced for a crime of violence shall be
prohibited from communicating with avictim of the offense unless the victim initiates the
communication through DPS& C, and it is agreed that the victim and the offender participate
in aformally defined restorative justice program administered through the department.
Effective August 1, 2012.

(Amends R.S. 46:1846)



