
Moreno (HB 385) Act No. 451

Existing law provides relative to qualifications for registering to vote.  Provides generally
that every citizen of the state who is at least 18 or will be on or before the next election; who
is an actual bona fide resident of the state and the parish, municipality, if any, and precinct
in which he offers to register as a voter; who is not disfranchised; and who complies with the
provisions of existing law relative to registration of voters shall be eligible to register to vote
in local, state, and national elections held in the state.

Existing law defines "resident" for purposes of voter registration and voting as a citizen who
resides in the state and in the parish, municipality, if any, and precinct in which he offers to
register and vote, with an intention to reside there indefinitely.  Provides that if a citizen
resides at more than one place in the state with an intention to reside there indefinitely, he
may register and vote only at one of the places at which he resides.  Provides further that if
a person claims a homestead exemption pursuant to existing constitution on one of the
residences, he shall register and vote in the precinct in which that residence is located,
subject to certain exceptions for residents of nursing and veterans' homes.

Existing law provides that a person who has been involuntarily displaced from his place of
residence by the effects of a gubernatorially declared state of emergency shall not be
considered to have vacated his residence and shall be considered to be an actual bona fide
resident of the state and parish in which he is registered to vote unless certain circumstances
occur.

Prior law provided that existing law did not apply if the person (1) established a new
domicile or (2) changed his registration to an address outside the voting district.  New law
provides instead that existing law does not apply if the person (1) changes his registration
address or (2) claims a homestead exemption at a different residence.

Effective August 1, 2012.

(Amends R.S. 18:101(F))


