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SLS13RS-73 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2013
SENATE BILL NO. 205
BY SENATOR LAFLEUR

Prefiled pursuant to Article 111, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

SCHOOLS. Providesfor theestablishment of foreign languageimmersion programsinlocal
public school districts. (8/1/13)

AN ACT
Toenact R.S. 17:273.3, relative to foreign language immersion programs; to authorize local
public school boards to establish foreign language immersion programs; to provide
for a process whereby parents may petition alocal public school board to establish
aforeign language immersion program; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 17:273.3 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

8273.3 Foreign languageimmer sion pr ogr ams; cr eation by local school boar ds;

parent petition

A. This Section shall be known and may be cited as the " Immersion

School Choice Act".

B. Thelegidaturefindsthat:

(1) Resear chindicatesthat studentswho participatein for eign language

immersion programs, particularly French, demonstrate greater levels of

proficiency in the English language, higher overall academic achievement, and

higher levels of salf-esteem.

(2) Learning a second language has a positive effect on intellectual
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growth and increased awar eness of diver se cultur esthrough accessto history,

art. and literature.

(3) Studentsin foreign languageimmer sion programshave been shown

to demonstr ate enhanced cognitivefunctionsin solving complex problems and

mathematical computations through the development of more divergent and

higher order thinking skills.

(4) In Louisiana, French language development and French |language

immersion programs, in particular, provide a better understanding of the

state'ssocial traditionsand serveto promoteand preserveour uniquebilingual

culture.

C.(1) Any local public school board may establish a foreign language

immer sion program in any school under itsjurisdiction that shall beopen tothe

enrollment of any student who resides within thejurisdictional boundaries of

the school district.

(2)(@ Beginning with the 2014-2015 school year, alocal school board, if
requested through a petition signed by the parent or legal guardian of at |east twenty-
fivestudentsenrolledinkindergarten who residewithin thejurisdictional boundaries
of the school district, shall establish aforeign language immersion program for such
students, provided that the parent or legal guardian of each student commits, in
writing, that the student will participate in the program.

(b) Such program shall be continued as long as at least twenty students

remain enrolled in the program.

The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part
of the legidative instrument, were prepared by Jeanne C. Johnston.

DIGEST

Proposed law creates the "Immersion School Choice Act” and provides as follows:

D

(2)

Authorizes a local public school board to establish a foreign language immersion
program in any school under its jurisdiction that shall be open to the enrollment of
any student who resides within the jurisdictional boundaries of the school district.

Providesthat, beginningwith the 2014-2015 school year, alocal public school board,
if requested through a petition signed by the parent or legal guardian of at least 25
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students enrolled in kindergarten who reside within the jurisdictional boundaries of
the school district, shall establish a foreign language immersion program for such
students, provided the parent or legal guardian of each student commits, in writing,
that the student will participatein the program. Further providesthat such program
shall be continued as long as at least 20 students remain enrolled in the program.

Effective August 1, 2013.

(AddsR.S. 17:273.3)
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