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SCASB51 WILEY JW 1204

SENATE COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS

Amendments proposed by Senate Committee on Senate and Governmental Affairs to
Original Senate Bill No. 51 by Senator Long

AMENDMENT NO. 1

On page 1, line 2, delete "and (C)(2)" and insert ", (B), (C)(2), (D), (F) and (H)"

AMENDMENT NO. 2

On page 1, at the end of line 3, after "for" insert "blighted or abandoned property,”

AMENDMENT NO. 3

On page 1, line 5, delete "remove" and insert "provide”

AMENDMENT NO. 4

Onpage 1, line 11, delete "and (C)(2)" and insert ", (B), (C)(2), (D), (F) and (H)"

AMENDMENT NO. 5

On page 1, line 14, delete "M unicipalities and parishes; pPublic" and insert "Blighted or
abandoned property; public"

AMENDMENT NO. 6

On page 1, line 17, after "A." insert "(1)" and after "for" insert "blighted property,
abandoned property, or"

AMENDMENT NO. 7

On page 2, lines 1 and 2, delete "building code, zoning, vegetation, nuisance"

AMENDMENT NO. 8

On page 2, line 8, insert "In municipalities with a population of seventy thousand or more,
the term "housing violation" as used in this Chapter shall also encompass building codes,
zoning, vegetation, and nuisance ordinances."

AMENDMENT NO. 9

On page 2, between lines 12 and 13, and insert:

"(2) For purposesof thisChapter, except in any parish with apopulation
of more than three hundred thousand and less than four hundred thousand
accordingtothelatest federal decennial census, " blighted property" shall have
thesamemeaningasprovidedin R.S. 33:1374, and " abandoned property" shall
have the same meaning as provided in R.S. 33:4720.59.

B.(1) Any municipality or parish may adopt an ordinance or ordinances
establishing an administrative adjudication hearing procedure under the provisions
of this Chapter. The ordinance or ordinances shall provide for a time period for
persons charged with owning blighted or abandoned property, or violating a
public health, housing, fire code, environmental, and historic district ordinance to
have ahearing under the provisions of this Chapter. The ordinance shall providefor
the appointment of one or more hearing officers who may be the director of health
of the municipality or parish or the heath officer of the parish in which the
municipality is located or the designee of such official or, in the discretion of the
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governing authority, who may be a person who shall have been licensed to practice
law in Louisianafor two years.

(2) Except in any parish with a population of morethan three hundred
thousand and less than four hundred thousand according to the latest federal
decennial census, any municipality or parish that adopts an ordinance
establishing an administrativeadjudication hearing procedur efor deter mining
property to be blighted or abandoned, shall provide notice to the property
owners and to all mortgage holders as provided in Subparagraphs (D)(2) and
(F)(2) of this Section.

(3) Each municipality or parish shall have the authority to empower the
hearing officer with authority to:"

AMENDMENT NO. 10

On page 2, line 20, after "that" insert "in municipalities with populationsin excess of three
hundred thousand according to the latest federal decennial census,”

AMENDMENT NO. 11

On page 3, delete line 9 and insert:

"D.(1) Prior to holding an administrative hearing for public health, housing,
fire code, environmental, and historic district violations, the municipality or parish
shall notify the property owner at least fifteen days in advance of the date that such
ahearing is scheduled. Thisnotification shall state thetime, date, and location of the
hearing, the alleged violations, and it shall be sent by certified or registered United
States mail to the violator or personally served on the violator at the addressaslisted
in the assessor's office of the municipality or parish. The date of the postmark shall
be deemed to be the date of delivery. Any notification so sent and returned by the
United States Post Office shall be considered as having fulfilled the notification
regquirement. Failure of any person charged with aviolation to appear at the hearing
shall be considered an admission of liability for the charged violation. Any order
compelling the attendance of witnesses or the production of documents may be
enforced by the city or municipal court of the municipality or the parish court in
whose jurisdiction the municipality is located, or in the parish court of the parish
initiating the action.

(2) Except in any parish with a population of morethan three hundred
thousand and less than four hundred thousand according to the latest federal
decennial census, prior to holding an administrative hearing for the
deter mination of blight or abandonment of property, themunicipality or parish
shall notify the property owner and all current mortgage holders holding a
mortgage recorded in the parish mortgage records, at least fifteen days in
advance of the date of the administrative hearing. The notification shall state
thetime, date, and location of the hearing, thelocation of the subject property,
and an explanation that the hearing is for the purpose of making a
determination whether the subject property is blighted or abandoned. The
notice shall be sent by certified or registered United States mail or personally
served on the property owner at theaddresslisted in the assessor's office of the
municipality or parish, and on each mortgage holder at the address provided
in the recorded mortgage.

F.(1) The hearing officer shall issue an order within thirty days, excluding
legal holidays, of the hearing stating whether or not the person charged is liable for
the violation, and the amount of any fine, penalty, costs, or fee assessed against him,
and a date by which the violation shall be corrected. In addition to the enforcement
procedure and authority set forth in Paragraph (B)(2) of this Section, any order
assessing a fine, penalty, costs, or fee or stipulating a correction date may be
enforced by the city or municipal court of the municipality or the parish court in
whose jurisdiction the municipality is located, or in the parish court of the parish
initiating the action.
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(2) Except in any parish with a population of morethan three hundred
thousand and less than four hundred thousand according to the latest federal
decennial census, within thirty days, excluding legal holidays, after thehearing
to determinewhether a property isblighted or abandoned, the hearing officer
shall send written post hearing notice to the property owner and current
mortgageholder sexplainingwhether thehearing officer deter mined thesubj ect
property tobeblighted or abandoned and statewhether any fine, penalty, costs,
or feesareassessed. Thepost hearing notice shall besent tothe property owner
and current mortgage holders in the manner provided for in Subparagraph
(D)(2) of this Section.

* * *

H. Any property owner or mortgage holder of property determined to
be blighted or abandoned property, or any person determined by the hearing
officer to be in violation of a public health, housing, fire code, environmental, or
historic district ordinance may appeal this determination to the appropriate district
court. Such appeal shall be instituted by filing, within thirty calendar days of the
hearing officer's order, a petition with the clerk of court for the district court along
with payment of such reasonable costs as may be required by the clerk. After filing
apetition for appeal, the clerk of court of the district court shall schedule a hearing
and notify all parties of the date, time, and place of such hearing. Service of notice
of appeal under this Subsection shall not stay the enforcement and collection of the
judgment unless the person who files the appeal furnishes security prior to filing
notice of appea with the agency of the municipality or parish designated by
ordinance to accept such payments in the amount to be fixed by the hearing officer
sufficient to assure satisfaction of the finding of the hearing officer relative to the
fine, fee, penalty, costs of the hearing, and costs, if any, of correcting the violation.

*x 1

AMENDMENT NO. 12

On page 3, line 10, after "of" insert "blighted or abandoned property,"”

AMENDMENT NO. 13

On page 3, line 11, delete "building code, zoning, vegetation, nuisance"

AMENDMENT NO. 14

On page 3, line 16, between "mortgages’ and "and" insert acomma”,

AMENDMENT NO. 15

On page 3, line 18, between "mortgages’ and "and" insert acomma”,
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