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Fiscal Note

Present law permits the court, upon a showing of good cause in an affidavit executed by the child abuse investigator, may
order a physical examination and evaluation of the child or other children in the household by any physician.  Such an order
may be granted ex parte.  Proposed law retains present law and permits the court, upon a showing of good cause in an
affidavit executed by child abuse investigator and after a contradictory hearing, to order a second physical examination by a
physician of a child and other children in the household during a child abuse investigator.

This proposed legislation may increases cost over and above current State General Fund expenditures of $32,800  in
Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) allocated to the second physical examination of children in child abuse
investigations.  The legislation authorizes the court, after a contradictory hearing, to order a second physical examination of
a child or other children in the household in a child abuse case.  To the extent it is deemed necessary, DCFS currently
performs second physical examinations.  In FY 12, DCFS investigated 16,891 reports of child abuse and neglect.  According
to the department, 4,228 or 25% of the investigations involved physical or sexual abuse allegations (16,891 x 25% =
4,228); and approximately 1%, 42 investigations, were court ordered second physical examinations (4,228 x 1% = 42).
Presently, the costs of 42 second physical examination are in the department’s existing budget; however, if this legislation
increases the number of second physical examination order by the courts, the department will need additional funding or
reduce other expenditures within the department to meet the requirements of this legislation.  This legislation will have no
fiscal impact on the judicial or court system.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
REVENUE EXPLANATION

EXPENDITURE EXPLANATION

Provides relative to a physical examination of a suspected child abuse victim. (8/1/13)
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