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School system’s expenditures could increase to ensure that staff has ongoing access to professional development
opportunities regarding bullying as required in the bill.  Any increase is indeterminable and depends on the methods the
school districts choose to provide these professional development opportunities.  These methods may result in a range of
costs from nominal to more significant if workshops are offered.  Schools will also realize an increased workload to update
their code of conduct to incorporate the policies required in the legislation, post the information on their websites.

The proposed legislation changes disciplinary measure a principal may subject a student to if removed from class and
provides a differing set for students in grades K-5 and students in grades 6 - 12.  Changes circumstances when a student
may be suspended and requires school systems to develop rules and guidelines for suspension due to willful disobedience.
Requires an expulsion hearing within 5 days or the student may return to school.  Defines restorative practice and redefines
in-school suspension and detention.  Relative to bullying statutes, requires ongoing professional development for school
employees and changes reporting requirements.  A parent is required to attend the interviews of the investigation.  The zero
tolerance policy related to bullying is changed and graduated sanctions are suggested.  The requirements for transferring
students is also changed; references to offering spots in virtual schools is deleted.  A new section of law is created relative to
information that must be presented on a school board’s website.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure. 
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