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The proposed legislation will result in an indeterminable savings in local government (district attorneys, clerk of courts)
expenditures.  The proposed legislation eliminates the requirement of sending notice to the defendant’s surety which reduces
the number of subpoenas that will be issued.  In addition, the cost of mailing notice of judgments will decrease since certified
mail is no longer required.  The amount of savings will vary depending on how many notices each district sends out.  The 
exact fiscal impact is indeterminable as the LFO is unable to ascertain the specific number of notices being reduced and 
certified mailings that are eliminated as a result of this bill.

The proposed legislation is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal impact to the Department of Corrections (DOC).  DOC
typically does not hold offenders until after the sentencing process, whereas, bail is a pre-sentence procedure. Although DOC
is statutorily permitted to hold pre-trial detainees, this is a rare circumstance and usually only occurs with high exposure or
extremely violent crimes. Therefore, even on these rare occasions a pre-trial detainee is housed within the DOC system, the
impact to the department should remain minimal.

In addition, the proposed legislation will also impact commercial surety companies because it shortens the timeframe from 6
months to 60 days in which a defendant may be surrendered before the full principle amount of the judgment of bond 
forfeiture.

Present law defines bail as the security given by a person to assure his appearance before the proper court whenever
required.  Proposed law redefines bail as an order of the court establishing the amount, type, and conditions of bond for the
release of the defendant from jail. Provides for procedures for the enforcement of a judgment of bond forfeiture. If the
sureties fail to make a timely deposit as required under proposed law, then the judgment of bond forfeiture shall be executed
by the processing attorney in the same manner as any other money judgment, and the prosecuting attorney shall be entitled
to reasonable attorney fees in the amount of twenty-five percent of judgment.  Proposed law deletes present law relative to
notice to a defendant of a court appearance date may be provided on the bond or in open court as well as by delivery or by
mail.  Provides that a surety may surrender the defendant within the surrender period, which must be within 60 days, rather
than the 180 days in present law.  The clerk of court shall mail notice of judgment of bond forfeiture to the surety and
defendant only and certified mail is not required.

The proposed legislation will increase revenues for District Attorneys due to provisions regarding sureties. If the sureties fail
to make a timely deposit as required under proposed law, then the judgment of bond forfeiture shall be executed by the 
processing attorney in the same manner as any other money judgment, and the prosecuting attorney shall be entitled to
reasonable attorney fees in the amount of 25% of judgment.
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