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HOUSE SUMMARY OF SENATE AMENDMENTS
House Bill No. 222 by Representative Tim Burns

ACCOUNTANTS/CPA: Provides relative to qualifications for and enforcement of
certificates of certified public accountants

Synopsis of Senate Amendments

1. Allowsany person adversely affected by any order of the board who prevailson
judicial review may recover reasonable costs, attorney fees and other expenses
incurred as aresult of administrative investigation, adjudication and judicial
review.

Digest of Bill as Finally Passed by Senate

Present law requires applicants for initial certification as a certified public accountant to
show at least one year of experience which shall be obtained during the four-year period
preceding the application and must be supervised and verified by alicensee.

Proposed law retains present law except deletes the requirement that the experience be
supervised by alicensee thereby requiring only verification.

Present |law allowsthe State Board of Certified Public Accountantsto enforcethe provisions
regul ating certified public accountants and all owstheboard to revoke or suspend certificates
to practicefor variousreasons. Further allowsthe board additional remediesfor enforcement
such as requiring the licensee to pay the costs of any proceedings involving the imposition
of aremedy.

Proposed law retains present law and clarifiesthat the board may require the licenseeto pay
all costs of board proceedings, including investigation fees, stenographer fees, and attorney
feesinvolved in the imposition of aremedy.

Present law provides for administrative hearings by the board and provides that any person
or firm adversely affected by any order of the board may file awritten petition for review of
the order with the Civil District Court for the parish of Orleanswithin 30 days after the entry
of the order. The proceduresfor review and the scope of the review shall be as specified in
the judicial review of adjudication procedures of the Administrative Procedure Act.

Proposed law retains present |law and providesthat any person or firm adversely affected by
any order of the board who prevails upon judicial review may recover reasonable costs,
attorney fees, and other expensesincurred asaresult of the administrativeinvestigation and
adjudication and judicial review, in addition to other remedies provided by law.

(AmendsR.S. 37:75(G), 79(B)(3), and 81(J))
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