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Richard HB No. 193

Abstract:  Provides that a person who is not affiliated with any political party is designated as
"independent" instead of "no party" on voter registration records, a notice of candidacy,
and a ballot.

Present law (R.S. 18:107) provides relative to voter registration.  Provides that an applicant for
voter registration need not be a member of a political party or declare a party affiliation in order
to be registered.  Provides that a registrant may change his or her political party affiliation with
the registrar of voters.  Provides procedures and for the effectiveness of changes.  Proposed law
retains present law.

Present law provides that if an applicant for voter registration is not affiliated with a political
party or if a registrant who previously registered with a declaration of party affiliation desires to
affiliate with no party the words "no party" or an abbreviation thereof shall be indicated on the
application form and entered in the registrant's information in the state voter registration system.

Proposed law provides that the word "independent" shall be used instead of "no party" or an
abbreviation thereof.  Otherwise retains present law.

Present law (R.S. 18:109) provides relative to a notice of registration or notice of a change in
registration.  Requires the Dept. of State to send notice to the appropriate registrar after receiving
information concerning a new registrant or certain changes in registration.  Requires that the
notice list an abbreviation of the name of the political party if the registrant is registered as being
affiliated with a recognized political party or "other" if the registrant is registered as being
affiliated with a political party that is not recognized.  Proposed law retains present law.

Present law provides that a notice of registration or a notice of change in registration list the
words "no party" or an abbreviation thereof if the registrant is registered with no political party
affiliation.

Proposed law provides that the word "independent" shall be listed instead of "no party" or an
abbreviation thereof.

Present law (R.S. 18:463) requires a person who desires to become a candidate in a primary
election to qualify by timely filing a notice of candidacy.  Provides relative to the content of a
notice of candidacy.  Requires the notice of candidacy to state certain information concerning the
candidate including the name of the political party if the candidate is registered as being affiliated



with a recognized political party or "other" if the candidate is registered as being affiliated with a
political party that is not a recognized political party.  Proposed law retains present law.

Present law requires the candidate to list on the notice of candidacy "no party" or an abbreviation
thereof if he is registered with no political party affiliation.

Proposed law provides that the word "independent" shall be listed on the notice of candidacy
instead of "no party" or an abbreviation thereof.

Present law (R.S. 18:551) provides relative to the preparation of election ballots.  Provides that
the political party designation of a candidate who is registered as being affiliated with a
recognized political party shall be listed on the primary or general election ballot on the same line
and immediately after or below the candidate's name.  Provides that if a candidate is affiliated
with a political party that is not a recognized political party, the word "other" shall be placed after
his name.   Provides for the size and style of the type used on ballots and for spacing.  Proposed
law retains present law.

Present law provides that if a candidate is not affiliated with any political party, the words "no
party" or an abbreviation thereof shall be placed after his name on the ballot.

Proposed law provides that the word "independent" shall be placed after the candidate's name on
the ballot instead of "no party" or an abbreviation thereof.

(Amends R.S. 18:107(A) and (D), 109, 463(A)(1)(a), and 551(D))


