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Proposed law adds the following as grounds for immediate divorce and removes the following as grounds for divorce after
180 days (6 months) have passed: (1) when a spouse or child has been physically or sexually abused by the other spouse;
and (2) when a protective order or injunction has been issued against the other spouse. Proposed law requires the court to
consider domestic abuse during the marriage in determining a final award amount. Proposed law requires the court to award
final spousal support when the court finds that the spouse seeking divorce was the victim of domestic abuse committed by
the other spouse during the marriage and the final award amount may exceed one-third of the obligor's net income.
Proposed law requires the court to consider all criminal convictions or requires the court to appoint an independent mental
health professional who is an expert in domestic abuse when there are no criminal convictions. Proposed law is effective
08/01/2014.

This proposed legislation may increase governmental expenditures by an indeterminable amount related to court costs
associated with judicial workload, time and attendance (presence of judges, clerks, bailiffs, counsel, etc.) in divorce
proceedings and spousal support proceedings for domestic or sexual abuse victims. The Legislative Fiscal Office (LFO) cannot
determine the additional court resources that may be required to determine domestic or sexual abuse as a result of this
measure. However, the LFO anticipates the impact to be minimum. In addition, if there are no criminal convictions, the
proposed legislation requires the court to order an evaluation by a mental health professional in domestic or sexual abuse
cases. Since the legislation is silent on who pays for the evaluation, the LFO anticipates the court will assess the cost of
evaluation to the litigants based on some financial means determination or the court will provide the evaluation at no cost to
indigent litigants.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure. 
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Dual Referral RulesSenate House

13.5.1 >= $100,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S&H}

6.8(F)(1) >= $100,000 SGF Fiscal Cost {H & S}

13.5.2 >= $500,000 Annual Tax or Fee
                Change {S&H}

6.8(G) >= $500,000 Tax or Fee Increase
                or a Net Fee Decrease {S}

6.8(F)(2) >= $500,000 State Rev. Reduc. {H & S}


