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Provides relative to certain birth records

Present law provides that an adopted person can with a court order gain confidential information regarding his/her birth from
the sealed original birth records. Even with a court order, present law provides that no copies of the original birth certificate
can be made. The adopted person can never see his/her pre-adoption information listed on the birth certificate. Proposed
law allows adopted persons that are 25 years of age or older to request a non-certified copy of their original birth certificate
from the State Registrar of Vital Records within the Department of Health & Hospitals (DHH), Office of Public Health (OPH).
Before issuing a non-certified copy, the State Registrar is required to verify if contact preference form by the birth parents
has been filed with the Adoption Reunion Registry maintained by the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS).
Proposed law provides that DCFS develops a contact preference form and statement of family history for the adoption
registry. if a birth parent indicates "No Contact” as a preference, the proposed law provides that the State Registrar shall
redact confidential information from the non-certified original birth certificate.

EXPENDITURES 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 5 -YEAR TOTAL
State Gen. Fd. $85,670 $84,872 $41,687 $43,636 $45,664 $301,529
Agy. Self-Gen. $7,050 $7,050 $7,050 $7,050 $7,050 $35,250
Ded./Other $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Federal Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Local Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Annual Total $92,720 $91,922 $48,737 $50,686 $52,714 $336,779
REVENUES 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 5 -YEAR TOTAL
State Gen. Fd. $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Agy. Self-Gen. $7,050 $7,050 $7,050 $7,050 $7,050 $35,250
Ded./Other $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Federal Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Local Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Annual Total $7,050 $7,050 $7,050 $7,050 $7,050 $35,250

EXPENDITURE EXPLANATION

This legislation is anticipated to increase expenditures by $92,720 in FY 15 as the result of adding two new positions to
implement a new filing system and process non-certified original birth records requests. According to the Office of Public
Health (OPH), a new filing system will have to developed so that all sealed adoptive birth certificates can be consistently filed
(by birth year) and searchable by all Vital Records staff.

Department of Health and Hospitals

Information from Vital Records indicates 2 years will be required to develop a new fling system. This will allow the agency to
streamline antiquated filing systems and update work processes in order to best accommodate the requirements of the
proposed legislation and easily unseal adoption records. Since this measure is retrospective, Vital Records anticipates it will
need to hire 2 additional Administrative Coordinators ($45,060 each) to restructure the existing filing system, which currently
contains approximately 200,000 sealed adoption records, and handle the workload increase associated with re-filing all
sealed records accordingly. One coordinator will develop the new filing system over a 2-year temporary appointment, and
the other will be a permanent employee to process the anticipated influx of requests for unsealing original birth records of
adoptions as they are received while also assisting with the development of the new filing system. Currently, it takes OPH
approximately 3-5 hours to process requests for a birth certificate and 1 week to process requests to unseal adoptive birth
records. In addition, OPH anticipates one-time supply expenses in the first year for new archival filing boxes of $2,600.

FY 14-15 FY 15-16 FY 16-17 FY 17-18 FY 18-19
1 - Admin Coord 3 (2-year temp)  $45,060 $45,060 $0 $0 $0
1 - Admin Coord 3* $45,060 $46,862 $48,737 $50,686 $52,714
Supplies (one-time expense) $2,600 $0 $0 $0 $0
Total $92,720 $91,922 $48,737 $50,686 $52,714

*49% annual performance adjustment
Continue on Page 2

REVENUE EXPLANATION

Revenues generated by the Office of Public Health (OPH) will increase as a result of this proposed legislation. Currently, a
service fee of $15 per copy is charged for a long-form birth certificate. Based on an estimated 470 new requests annually for
non-certified original birth certificates, revenues generated from fees are anticipated to be $7,050 (470 x $15).
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Note:

Due to confidentiality, only the State Registrar and the Deputy State Registrar have access to sealed adoption envelopes.
Under Louisiana law, Vital Records Registry (VRR) must maintain birth records for 100 years after the year of birth.
Currently, the VRR maintains birth records from 1907 to the present (approximately 6.9 M records). In FY 13, OPH
processed 165,983 requests for certified copies of birth certificates and issued 62,630 birth certificates each year. Although
the exact number of requests for non-certified original birth is unknown, OPH estimates an average of 470 requests annually.

Existing Adoptive Birth Records Storage System

Since 1907, there have been three different methods of filing sealed envelopes containing birth records for adoptions.
Presently, adoptive birth records are placed in sealed envelopes and filed in storage boxes according by year of adoption and
post adoption name. Beginning in 2000, adoptive birth records were stored in alphabetical order as well as by year of
adoption. Prior to 2000, older adoptive birth records are stored only by year of adoption. According to the agency, it takes
approximately 1 week to process a request to unseal adoptive birth records. When an Order of Disclosure is received by Vital
Records, rarely does the Order of Disclosure contain the year of adoption. Most adopted persons do not know the year that
they were adopted. As a result, it takes 1 week to search the numerous boxes of stored adoptive records.

Department of Children and Family Services

The proposed legislation requires the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS), which maintains the Adoption
Reunion Registry, to develop a contact preference form and a statement of family history for birth parents to complete and
file with the adoption registry. The forms will be placed on the department’s website as well as revisions will be made to the
current adoption registry policies. Information provided by DCFS indicates that printing an updated adoption registry
brochure can be accomplished with existing staff and resources.
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