
HLS 14RS-157 ENGROSSED

Page 1 of 2

CODING:  Words in struck through type are deletions from existing law; words underscored
are additions.

Regular Session, 2014

HOUSE BILL NO. 503

BY REPRESENTATIVE CARMODY

STATE SYMBOL:  Provides for the official state book

AN ACT1

To enact R.S. 49:170.19, relative to the official state book; to provide that the Holy Bible2

shall be the official state book; to recognize and acknowledge the state motto; and3

to provide for related matters.4

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:5

Section 1.  R.S. 49:170.19 is hereby enacted to read as follows: 6

§170.19.  Official state book; Holy Bible; recognition and acknowledgment of state7

motto8

A.  The legislature does hereby recognize and acknowledge the state motto9

as found in the state pledge of allegiance: " A state, under God, united in purpose and10

ideals, confident that justice shall prevail for all of those abiding here."11

B.  There shall be an official state book.  The official state book shall be the12

Holy Bible.13

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services.  It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument.  The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent.  [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Carmody HB No. 503

Abstract:  Provides that the Holy Bible shall be the official state book.

Proposed law provides for the recognition and acknowledgment, by the legislature, of the
state motto as found in the state pledge of allegiance: " A state, under God, united in purpose
and ideals, confident that justice shall prevail for all of those abiding here."
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Proposed law requires that there be an official state book and further requires that the Holy
Bible serve as the official state book.

(Adds  R.S. 49:170.19)

Summary of Amendments Adopted by House

Committee Amendments Proposed by House Committee on Municipal, Parochial and
Cultural Affairs to the original bill.

1. Removes provisions that require that the official state book be the Holy Bible,
published by Johannes Prevel, (Prevel, Jean, active 1510-1528, printer. & Petit,
Jean, fl. 1492-1530.) and instead requires that the Holy Bible be the official state
book.  Additionally removes provisions that authorize the use of the official state
book on official documents of the state.


