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Fiscal Note

Present law provides that sentences for certain offenses shall be served without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence
(minimum mandatory sentences). Provides that for certain nonviolent and non-sex offenses, the court may waive the minimum mandatory
sentence in certain instances. Proposed law retains present law and provides that if a felony or misdemeanor offense specifies a sentence
with a minimum term of confinement or a minimum fine, or that the sentence shall be served without benefit of parole, probation, or
suspension of sentence, the court, upon conviction, is authorized to do any of the following: (1) Impose the sentence as provided in the
penalty provisions for that offense. (2) Impose the sentence as provided in the penalty provisions for that offense, but specify that the
sentence shall be served with benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. (3) Impose a reduced fine or reduced term of
imprisonment from the amount and term provided in the penalty provisions for that offense. Provides exceptions. Provides that the court
shall not set eligibility for parole consideration earlier that what is provided in present law provisions regarding eligibility for parole.
Beginning one year from the effective date of proposed law and annually thereafter, the Louisiana Sentencing Commission shall report the
number of times this law was utilized in the previous year.

The proposed law could result in a potential savings to the Department of Corrections as it authorizes the court to waive
minimum mandatory sentences for certain offenses. This would reduce the length of time offenders are sentenced to
incarceration. Therefore, for each offender affected by the proposed legislation in the future (assuming an offender is
actually the waiver of minimum mandatory sentences by the court), the state would realize a total cost savings of $17,804 or
$8,902 per offender annually ($24.39 per offender, per day housed at the local level x 365 days).

Savings are more likely to be incurred for offenders housed at the local level due to state facilities backfilling beds in a more
timely manner.  Any savings may also be reduced by recidivism. 

Currently, there are 21,266 offenders incarcerated for non-violent, non-sex, non-habitual offenses involving a firearm with an
average sentence length of 11 years.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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13.5.1 >= $100,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S&H}

6.8(F)(1) >= $100,000 SGF Fiscal Cost {H & S}

13.5.2 >= $500,000 Annual Tax or Fee
                Change {S&H}

6.8(G) >= $500,000 Tax or Fee Increase
                or a Net Fee Decrease {S}

6.8(F)(2) >= $500,000 State Rev. Reduc. {H & S}


