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Fiscal Note

Purpose of Bill: This measure would specifically authorize the following courts in East Baton Rouge Parish to levy and
impose a $50 warrant recall fee for all persons who fail to appear for all misdemeanor and traffic offenses: 19th Judicial
District Court, East Baton Rouge Parish Family Court, Baton Rouge City Court, Baker City Court and Zachary City Court. The
measure also provides that the proceeds shall be used to pay the expenses of operating a misdemeanor detention facility. It
further requires each court’s clerk to place all funds collected into a separate account designated as the Misdemeanor
Detention Fund with East Baton Rouge Parish.

As required by state law, these additional court costs were reviewed by the Judicial Council, which provided its
recommendation for approval to the legislature.

There may be an increase in local government expenditure as a result of this measure.

According to an official with the East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff’s Office, there should be no direct impact on the
sheriff’s office. He stated that in the past they have entered into a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with the Clerk of
Court’s Office to collect fees and fines on behalf of the Clerk of Court’s Office. There may be some expenses as a result of this
agreement, but these cannot be determined until this agreement is in place.

According to an official with the East Baton Rouge District Attorney’s Office, the Baton Rouge City Constable’s Office
estimates that a misdemeanor detention facility could be operated at an annual cost of $2.2 million.

According to officials with the East Baton Rouge Family Court, collections of bench warrant recall fees may require
additional personnel, which may increase expenditures.

There may be an increase in local government revenue as a result of this measure.

According to an official with the East Baton Rouge District Attorney’s Office, using the number of warrants recalled
during a two week trial of a misdemeanor jail in fiscal year 2012, there may be up to $3.5 million in annual revenues from
warrant recall fees. This estimated increase in warrant recall fee revenues reflects a reduction based on the fact that some
warrants are recalled currently, without the availability of a misdemeanor detention facility to aid in processing these
warrants. The official also stated that these revenues may diminish in future years as defendants have proven compliant
with court dates once the jail is open and operating, resulting in a reduction of outstanding bench warrants.

According to an official with the Baton Rouge City Court, the court currently collects bench warrant recall fees; it collected
fees of $1,126,600 in calendar year 2012 and $1,063,800 in calendar year 2013. 

Revenue Explanation continued on page 2. 

REVENUE EXPLANATION 

EXPENDITURE EXPLANATION

Authorizes the levy of a warrant recall fee to fund a misdemeanor jail in East Baton Rouge Parish
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Revenue Explanation Continued (from page 1)

According to an official with the 19th Judicial District Court , this measure may increase annual revenues by $97,500
based on the annual number of bench warrants recalled in calendar year 2013.  However, as the imposition of this fee is at
each judge’s discretion, estimated annual revenues may be reduced.

According to officials with the East Baton Rouge Family Court, this measure may increase annual revenues by
approximately $10,000 annually.  However, as the imposition of this fee is at each judge’s discretion, estimated annual
revenues may be reduced.
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