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Medicaid expenditures may be impacted by an indeterminable amount to the degree that proposed law has the potential to
eliminate some Medicaid provider reimbursements and to the degree that proposed law may change utilization of ophthalmic
surgical procedures within the Medicaid population.

Currently, dual eye exams may be billed by Medicaid providers when a patient is referred by an optometrist to an
ophthalmologist for surgery, once for the initial optometrist visit and a bundled pre- and post-operative payment to an
ophthalmologist.  To the degree that proposed law may allow optometrists to perform any Medicaid reimbursable procedure
that would be referred to an ophthalmologist under present law, and to the degree that patients allow the optometrist to
perform said procedure rather than seek a subsequent appointment and treatment by an ophthalmologist, the state may
realize a savings equal to the Medicaid reimbursement rate for an eye exam performed without anesthesia in an amount of
approximately $65-$70 per patient.  Any savings generated would be dependent upon the number of Medicaid eligible 
ophthalmic procedures that may be performed by optometrists under the authority of the Louisiana State Board of
Optometry Examiners (LSBOE) and proposed law in lieu of those same services being performed by an ophthalmologist.  The
LFO is unable to provide an estimated number of procedures that would be Medicaid eligible or executed under the
framework of this scenario, but the average Medicaid savings would be approximately $65-$70 per patient.

To the degree that utilization of ophthalmic surgeries in the state may increase as a result of expanding eligibility to a new
provider group, Medicaid expenditures may realize a corresponding increase.  The LFO is unable to determine whether
proposed law would impact utilization rates.

NOTE:  There are approximately 400 optometrists currently licensed by the LSBOE.

Proposed law  amends the definition of a “diagnostic and therapeutic pharmaceutical agent”; provides that optometrists are
not excluded from performing ophthalmic surgeries except for specific procedures enumerated in proposed law; provides for
definitions related to optometry; provides for procedures allowed within the scope of practice of optometry; provides for
ophthalmic surgery procedures that are to be excluded from the scope of practice of optometry; provides that in a public
health emergency, the state health officer may authorize licensed optometrists to administer inoculations for systemic health
reasons; provides with respect to the regulation of optometry by the Louisiana State Board of Optometry Examiners;
provides for credentialing requirements to perform authorized ophthalmic surgery procedures by optometrists; and repeals
provisions associated with a fine and disciplinary measures against optometrists practicing certain medicine or surgeries.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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13.5.1 >= $100,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S&H}

6.8(F)(1) >= $100,000 SGF Fiscal Cost {H & S}

13.5.2 >= $500,000 Annual Tax or Fee
                Change {S&H}

6.8(G) >= $500,000 Tax or Fee Increase
                or a Net Fee Decrease {S}

6.8(F)(2) >= $500,000 State Rev. Reduc. {H & S}


