
Fiscal Note
OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR

Date:
Dept./Agy.:

Fiscal Note On: HB 322641 HLS 14RS

HARRISONAuthor:

Subject:
Coroners
Duties of Coroners

April 24, 2014 2:33 PM

REENGROSSEDBill Text Version:

Opp. Chamb. Action:

Proposed Amd.:

Sub. Bill For.:

w/ SEN COMM AMD

Analyst: Misty Perry

 Drafter

OLA

Fiscal Note

Purpose of Bill: This measure would change the following provisions relative to duties of coroners: (1) changes the types of
cases that the coroner shall investigate; (2) provides that the coroner’s office shall arrange for the disposition of paupers;
current law requires burial; (3) adds coroner, deputy coroner, and coroner investigators to the list of peace officers whose
murder would be prosecutable as first degree murder; (4) allows designated coroner investigators to possess and conceal a
handgun when they are certified by the Council on Peace Officer Standards and Training; and (5) requires coroners and
coroner investigators to make a reasonable search for organ donation authorization.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on local government expenditures as a result of this measure.

According to officials with the Louisiana State Coroner’s Association, Caddo Parish Coroner’s Office, and Lafayette Parish
Coroner’s Office, this measure would have no impact of local government expenditures.

The change in the types of cases that require an investigation would not impact expenditures because it would not
significantly increase the number of cases the coroner must investigate. The change that provides that the coroner’s office
arrange for disposition of paupers would not impact expenditures because this changes the current law to match current
practice. The remaining changes have no fiscal impact as they either change definitions or provide additional rights and
duties to coroners, which can be accomplished without any additional work or expenditures.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on local government revenues as a result of this measure.
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