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Revises academic requirements for initial eligibility to receive certain TOPS awards and allocates additional funding to the La.
GO Grant program. (gov siq)

Effective for students who graduate from high school during the 2017-18 school year and thereafter, the proposed legislation
increases the G.P.A. and ACT score requirements for initial TOPS awards. Specifically, the bill raises initial TOPS eligibility
requirements by the following amounts for students graduating in 2017-18 and thereafter: Opportunity Awards (raises G.P.
A. from 2.5 to 3.0 and raises minimum ACT score from 20 to 24), Performance Award (raises G.P.A. from 3.0 to 3.25 and
raises minimum ACT score from 23 to 27), and Honors Awards (raises G.P.A. from 3.0 to 3.50 and raises minimum ACT score
from 27 to 29). Beginning in FY19, the proposed legislation requires the Legislature to appropriate ten percent of the savings
from raising the initial TOPS eligibility requirements for the purpose of increasing the number of students participating in the
Louisiana GO Grant program. The bill also prohibits the Legislature from displacing, replacing, or supplanting GO Grant
funding with savings from raising the TOPS initial eligibility requirements for the three most recent fiscal years.

EXPENDITURES 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 5 -YEAR TOTAL
State Gen. Fd. $0 $0 $0 $0 ($49,300,000) ($49,300,000)
Agy. Self-Gen. $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ded./Other $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Federal Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Local Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Annual Total $0 $0 $0 $0  ($49,300,000) ($49,300,000)
REVENUES 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 5 -YEAR TOTAL
State Gen. Fd. $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Agy. Self-Gen. $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ded./Other $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Federal Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Local Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Annual Total $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

EXPENDITURE EXPLANATION

The proposed legislation will decrease state general fund expenditures by an estimated $49.3M in FY19. LOSFA estimates
that approximately 5,353 students will not be eligible for TOPS awards in FY19 and that costs for TOPS awards will decline by
approximately $54.8M due to the higher G.P.A. and ACT score requirements. The bill requires the Legislature to appropriate
ten percent of the savings from raising the initial TOPS eligibility requirements for the purpose of increasing the number of
students participating in the Louisiana GO Grant program. As such, the net cost savings in FY19 is $49.3M in FY19 ($54.8
total TOPS savings less 10% ($5.5M) for GO Grants = $49.3M).

REVENUE EXPLANATION
There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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