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Regular Session, 2014 ENROLLED
SENATE BILL NO. 32

BY SENATOR MORRISH

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 14:231, relative to offenses against property; to provide relative
to air bag fraud; to provide penalties for knowingly manufacturing, importing,
selling, offering for sale, or instaling or reinstalling in any motor vehicle a
counterfeit or nonfunctional air bag; to provide definitions; and to providefor related
matters.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana

Section 1. R.S. 14:231 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§231. Air Counterfeit and nonfunctional air bags prohibited; air bag fraud

No person shall knowingly install or reinstall in any motor vehicle a
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SB NO. 32 ENROLLED

counterfeit or nonfunctional air bag or any other object intended to fulfill the

function of an air bag that does not meet thedefinition of " air bag" set forthin

Subsection D of this Section.

B. No person shall knowingly manufactur e, import, sell, or offer for sale

acounterfeit or nonfunctional air bag or any other object intended to fulfill the

function of an air bag that does not meet thedefinition of " air bag" set forthin

Subsection D of this Section.

C.Noperson shall knowingly sall, install, or reinstall adevicein amotor

vehiclethat causesthediagnostic system of thevehicleto indicate inaccur ately

that the vehicleis equipped with a functional air bag.

D. For purposes of this Section:

(1) " Air bag" means an inflatable occupant restraint system, including

all component parts, such as the cover, sensors, controllers, inflators, and

wiring, designed to activatein amotor vehiclein theevent of acrash to mitigate

injury or g ection and that meetsthefederal motor vehicle safety standar ds set

forth in 49 C.F.R. 571.208 for the make, model, and model year of the motor

vehicle.

(2)" Counterfeit air bag" meansan air bagdisplayingamark identically

or substantially similar to the genuine mark of a motor vehicle manufacturer,

without the authorization of the motor vehicle manufacturer.

(3) " Nonfunctional air bag" means any of the following:

(a) A replacement air bagthat hasbeen previously deployed or damaged.

(b) A replacement air bag that hasan electrical fault that isdetected by

the air bag diagnostic system after theair bagisinstalled.

(c) A counterfeit air bag, air bag cover, or some other object that is

installed in amotor vehiclein order to mislead or deceivean owner or oper ator

of the motor vehicleinto believing that a functional air bag has been installed.

(4) " Serious bodily injury" means bodily injury that involves

uNCoNsciousness, extremephysical pain, protracted and obviousdisfigur ement,

protracted loss or impairment of the function of a bodily member, organ, or
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mental faculty, or a substantial risk of death.

E. Whoever violates the provisions of Subsection A or C of this Section

4
2

(1) Upon first conviction, befined not mor e than one thousand dollars,

or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both, except as provided in

Par agr aph (2) of this Subsection.

(2) Upon a second and subseguent conviction, or if theviolation results

in theseriousbodily injury or death of any person, befined not morethan two

thousand five hundred dollars, or imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for

not morethan oneyear, or both.

F. Whoever violatesthe provisions of Subsection B of this Section shall:

(1) Upon conviction, befined not mor ethan two thousand five hundred

dollars, or imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not morethan oneyear

or both, except as provided in Paragraphs (2) and (3) of this Subsection.

(2) Upon conviction, if the cumulative sales price of the air bags or

objectsinvolved in the violation is at least five thousand dollars but less than

one hundred thousand dollars, or if the number of air bags or objectsinvolved

in theviolation isat least one hundr ed but lessthan onethousand, befined not

mor ethan fivethousand dollars, or imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for

not lessthan six months nor mor e than two vears, or both.

(3) Upon conviction, if the cumulative sales price of the air bags or

objectsinvolved in theviolation isone hundred thousand dollarsor more, or if

the number of air bags or objectsinvolved in the violation is one thousand or

more, be fined not more than ten thousand dollars, or imprisoned, with or

without hard labor, for not lessthan oneyear nor morethan fiveyears, or both.

G. Each manufacture, importation, installation, reinstallation, sale, or

offer for salein violation of this Section shall constitute a separ ate and distinct

violation.

Section 2. ThisAct shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not

signed by the governor, upon expiration of thetimefor billsto becomelaw without signature
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by the governor, as provided by Article 111, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. |f
vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legidlature, this Act shall become

effective on the day following such approval.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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