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Regular Session, 2014 ENROLLED
SENATE BILL NO. 473

BY SENATOR MILLS

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 15:574.2(A)(3), (8), and (9)(a) and (b), and (C)(2)(b) and (c),
relative to the committee on parole and rules of parole; to provide relative to
education and experience requirements of board members; to provide relative to
training requirements of the board; to provide for powers of ex officio board
members; to providerelativeto parole eligibility; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana

Section 1. R.S. 15:574.2(A)(3), (8), and (9)(a) and (b), and (C)(2)(b) and (c) are

hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

8§574.2. Committee on parole, Board of Pardons, membership; qualifications;
vacancies, compensation; domicile; venue; meetings, quorum;
panels, powers and duties; transfer of property to committee;
representation of applicants before the committee; prohibitions

A(l) * * *

(3) Each Beginning with appointments made to the board, or

appointmentsto fill avacancy on the board, which occur after August 1, 2014,

each member, except for the ex officio member, must have at least a bachelor's

degree from an accredited college or university, and shall possess not less than

five years actual experience in the field of penology, corrections, law enforcement,

sociology, law, education, social work, medicine, psychology or psychiatry, or a

combination thereof. I1f the member does not have at least a bachelor's degree

from an accredited college or university, heor shemust havenolessthan seven

years experience in a field listed in this Paragraph. The provisions of this
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SB NO. 473 ENROLLED

Paragraph shall not apply to any person serving asamember of the board on August

1, 2012.

(8) The warden, or in his absence the deputy warden, of the correctional
facility in which the offender is incarcerated shall be an ex officio member of the
committee. When the offender is housed in a local correctiona facility and the
warden, or deputy warden, of that facility is not able to attend the offender's parole
hearing, the warden, or in his absence the deputy warden, of the facility where the
offender's parole hearing is held may serve as an ex officio member. The ex officio
member shall not be a voting member nor shall he be counted or permitted to be

counted for purposes of the number of members necessary to take committee action

or the number of members necessary to establish quorum. tr-aH-ether+espeetsthe

(9)(a) Within ninety days of being appointed to the committeeon parole, each
voting member shall complete a comprehensive training course developed by the
Department of Public Safety and Corrections. Thetraining course shall be devel oped

in compliance with quidelines from the National | nstitute of Corrections, the

Association of Paroling Authorities | nternational, or the American Probation

and Par ole Association tst
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(b) Each member shall complete a minimum of eight hours of training
annually, which shall be provided for in the annual budget of the Department of
Public Safety and Corrections. The annual training course shall be devel oped using

the training eompenentsconststent-withthose offeredby fr om the National Institute

of Corrections, the Association of Paroling Authorities International, or

American Probation and Parole Association. Training components shall include

an_emphasis on the following subjects and—shal—offer—classes+egarding-the

the-parote-agents Data-driven decision making.
(i) #

Evidence-based practices. As used in this Item, " evidence-based practices"

means pr actices proven through research to reducerecidivism.

(iii) Fhretuse-of datathrdeciston-making Stakeholder collabor ation.

reduction.
* * *
C(l) * * *
* * *

(2) The committee may grant parole with two votes of athree-member pandl,
or, if the number exceeds a three-member panel, a majority vote of those present if
all of the following conditions are met:

* * *

(b) The offender has not committed any major disciplinary offenses in the

twelve consecutive months prior to the parole eigibility date. A major disciplinary

offense is an offense identified as a Schedule B offense by the Department of

Public Safety and Corrections in the Disciplinary Rules and Procedures of

Adult Offenders.
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(c) The offender has completed the mandatory minimum of one hundred
hours of pre-release programming in accordance with R.S. 15:827.1 if such

programming isavailable at the facility where the offender isincarcerated.

* * *

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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