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Fiscal Note

Present law authorizes each district court to create a drug division probation program and further provides for participation, eligibility,
notification, and reporting requirements. Proposed law retains present law. Present law prohibits the following defendants from
participating in the drug division probation program: (1) A defendant who has prior felony convictions for any offenses defined as crimes
of violence (2) A defendant whose current charge is for a crime of violence as defined by present law or an offense that involves domestic
violence. Proposed law amends present law to provide for the following: (1) A defendant who has a prior felony conviction for any offense
defined as a crime of violence pursuant to present law, except for any homicide offense defined by present law, shall be eligible to
participate in a drug division probation program. (2) A defendant whose current charge before the court is a crime of violence as defined
by present law or a felony offense of domestic abuse battery as defined by present law shall not be eligible to participate in a drug division
probation program. Present law requires each drug division to develop a method of evaluation to be compiled annually and transmitted to
the judicial administrator of the Louisiana Supreme Court. Proposed law retains present law and further requires that the evaluations shall
include information on recidivism reduction on the participants in the program.

The proposed legislation could result in a potential savings to the Department of Corrections. Proposed law expands
eligibility criteria related to district courts drug diversion probation programs. These provisions would reduce the length of
time offenders are sentenced to incarceration; therefore, for each offender affected by the proposed legislation in the future
(assuming the offender is eligible for the drug court diversion program) the state would realize a cost savings of $17,804 or
$8,902 per offender annually ($24.39 per offender, per day housed at the local level x 365 days).

To the extent that offenders are released from state facilities, the decrease is $52.51 per day, per offender or $19,167
annually.

Savings are more likely to be incurred for offenders housed at the local level due to state facilities backfilling beds in a more
timely manner.  Any savings may also be reduced by recidivism.

Currently, there are 10,908 offenders incarcerated for drug related crimes that are not serving time for a crime of violence
and/or other crimes with an average sentence length of 10 years.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Amends eligibility requirements for participation in drug courts and provides relative to annual evaluations of drug courts
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Dual Referral RulesSenate House

13.5.1 >= $100,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S&H}

6.8(F)(1) >= $100,000 SGF Fiscal Cost {H & S}

13.5.2 >= $500,000 Annual Tax or Fee
                Change {S&H}

6.8(G) >= $500,000 Tax or Fee Increase
                or a Net Fee Decrease {S}

6.8(F)(2) >= $500,000 State Rev. Reduc. {H & S}


