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Fiscal Note

The proposed legislation creates the Personal Online Account Privacy Protection Act which protects an employee or an
applicant for employment from an employer’s request for access to an employee’s or applicant’s personal online account.
The bill defines “personal online account” as an online account used primarily or exclusively for personal communications.
The proposed legislation also prohibits an employer from discharging, disciplining, failing to hire, or otherwise penalize or
threaten to penalize an employee or applicant for failure to grant access to the employee’s or applicant’s personal online
account. However, the bill states that an employer is not prohibited or restricted from requiring an employee to provide a
personal e-mail address to facilitate communication with the employee, in the event the employer's e-mail system fails. The
bill also prohibits public and private educational institutions from requesting or requiring a student or prospective student to
disclose information allowing access to the student's or prospective student's personal online account.
(Bill Summary Continued on Page Two)

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure. The bill protects
employees or applicants for employment from potential employers’ or employers’ access to their personal online accounts.
State agencies should not incur additional costs by being denied access to job applicants’/employees’ personal online
accounts. The bill also protects students or prospective students from an educational institutions’ access to their personal
online accounts. State educational institutions should not incur additional costs by being denied access to students’ or
prospective students’ personal online accounts.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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(Bill Summary Continued from Page One)

The bill also prohibits expelling, disciplining, failing to admit, or otherwise penalizing or threatening to penalize a student or
prospective student for failure to disclose such information.  These protections do not apply to electronic
devices/accounts/services paid for or provided by employers or educational institutions excluding devices given to students.
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