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SENATE SUMMARY OF HOUSE AMENDMENTS

SB 657 By Senator Buffington

KEYWORD AND SUMMARY ASRETURNED TO THE SENATE

FUNDS/FUNDING. Authorizes public or private entities to make certain donations to
participating school systems for children enrolled in the Cecil J. Picard LA 4 Early
Childhood Program classes. (7/1/14)

SUMMARY OF HOUSE AMENDMENTSTO THE SENATE BILL

1 Adds that proposed law not be construed or implemented in a manner that
would cause the loss of any federal or other funding that a participating
school district would receive for early childhood programs or services,
including the LA 4 program and the Child Care and Development Fund.

DIGEST OF THE SENATE BILL ASRETURNED TO THE SENATE

Buffington SB No. 657

Present |aw establishesthe Cecil J. Picard LA 4 Early Childhood Program (LA 4), aprogram
for early childhood devel opment and enrichment activity classes. Requires the state Dept.
of Education to allocate funding out of monies appropriated for such purpose. Proposed law
authorizesany publicor private entity, including anonprofit organization, to makeadirected
donation to a participating school district for a student who is enrolled in LA 4 classes, as
follows:
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)

®3)

(4)

©)

Authorizes private businesses, industry, foundations, charities, and other groups to
make a request to the division of administration that they may create privately
funded scholarship programs to make payments to participating school districts on
behalf of qualified students.

Provides that if the division approves such a program, funds received by a school
district from the program shall cause an equivalent reductionintheamount all ocated
to the district.

Prohibits the following:

@ The interpretation of proposed law in a manner that would cause a school
district to receive less benefits than it would have received.

(b) The construal or implementation of proposed law in a manner that would
cause the loss of any funding for early childhood programs or services
including LA 4 program and the Child Care and Devel opment Fund.

Providesthat if adistrict receives scholarship funds, theannual appropriation of state
fundsfor the LA 4 Program shall be reduced by the amount of such funds.

Requiresthe state treasurer to (a) deposit the amount of the reduction as specified by
the commissioner of administration into the present law Overcollections Fund and
(b) credit the deposit to an account within the fund created by proposed law and
known as the "Program Participation Savings Account”.

Effective July 1, 2014.

(Adds R.S. 17:407.26)
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