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Fiscal Note

Proposed law creates the crime of unlawful use of a cellular tracking device that mimics a cell tower providing cell phone
services and downloads or copies the personal information of cell phone users. Proposed law makes exceptions for law
enforcement and investigative officers, telecommunications employees, and FCC employees in the performance of their
duties. Proposed law provides penalties of a fine of not more than $3,000, imprisonment with or without hard labor for not
more than two years, or both.

Present law provides procedures for law enforcement and investigative officers to obtain warrants from the court to use a
trap and trace device or pen register. Proposed law retains present law and adds similar provisions for the use of cellular
tracking devices.

The proposed legislation may result in an increase in state general fund expenditures as a result of creating the crime of
unlawful use of a cellular tracking device. The exact fiscal impact of the proposed legislation is indeterminable since it is
unknown how many persons would be convicted of this crime. However, any offender sentenced to the custody of the
Department of Public Safety and Corrections increases expenditures by $24.39 per day per offender in local facilities. To the
extent that offenders are sentenced and housed in state facilities, the cost per day per offender is $50.75. Currently, the
Department of Corrections houses 50% of state offenders at the local level and 50% at the state level.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on state revenues as a result of this measure. However, any revenue generated
through the imposition of fines created would accrue to local government entities.
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