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Fiscal Note

Present law provides for the general crime of theft. Proposed law retains the present law and reenacts the provisions of law
regarding theft of livestock and theft of timber that were repealed by Act No. 255 of the 2014 Regular Session. (Revised
Statutes 14:67.1 and 67.2) It provides for criminal penalties including a fine of five thousand dollars, imprisonment with or
without hard labor, for not more than ten years, or both. Also, for the crime of theft of timber, this legislation provides for
criminal penalties depending upon the value of the timber taken.

The proposed legislation may result in an indeterminable but likely marginal decrease in state general fund expenditures as a
result of changes to the sentencing guidelines. Current law provides for a minimum of 5 years imprisonment for certain
offenses and a maximum of 20 years imprisonment for certain offenses. This legislation eliminates the minimum 5 years and
reduces the 20 years maximum to a 10 year maximum for certain offenses.

Expenditures will decrease annually by $18,841 ($51.62 per day x 365 days) for offenders housed in state facilities and by
$8,902 ($24.39 per day x 365 days) for state offenders housed in local facilities. Approximately 50% of state offenders are
housed in state facilities and approximately 50% of state offenders are housed in local facilities.

There is no impact for the Livestock Brand Commission as it currently provides enforcement and collection of information in
such cases and livestock brand inspectors aid all law enforcement agencies in such investigations. Also, there is no impact to
the Department of Agriculture and Forestry’s Enforcement Division as it currently provides for the central registry of
information relating to theft of timber as well as aids all law enforcement agencies in investigations of violations of the
provisions of this proposed law.

The proposed legislation may result in reduction in revenue as result of a reduction in potential fines.

Timber Theft
The proposed legislation reduces the fine assessed to timber valued at twenty-five thousand dollars or more from not more
than fifty thousand dollars to not more than five thousand dollars.

This legislation also changes the fine assessed to timber valued less than twenty-five thousand dollars from not more than
ten thousand dollars to not more than five thousand dollars.

Livestock Theft
The proposed legislation establishes a set fine for livestock of not more than five thousand dollars. Current law provides for a
high of fifty thousand dollars (based on value).  The proposed legislation does not include value as a factor for livestock.

This revenue change will impact the local governing authority.
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