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Fiscal Note

Present law requires every person who operates a motor vehicle which is designated as being in either Class "A", "B", "C",
"D", or "E" by R.S. 32:408 to secure the appropriately classified driver's license with all necessary endorsements before
driving or operating any such motor vehicle on any public street, road, or highway of this state.
Proposed law provides a licensing exception from present law for an operator of an emergency command post vehicle or
other law enforcement equipment which meets the definition of a commercial motor vehicle and who is employed as a law
enforcement officer when operating such vehicle or equipment in the course and scope of his employment. Requires such
vehicle or equipment to be equipped with audible and visual signals required by Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
rules.
Proposed law provides that such operator is only required to have a Class "E" driver's license and that the exceptions shall
only apply to drivers licensed by the state of LA and drivers licensed by a state with which LA has a reciprocity agreement.

There is no significant direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure. For each law
enforcement officer that does not need to attain a commercial driver’s license, the Office of Motor Vehicles will not spend
$1.95 to create each license.

The proposed legislation may result in a negligible decrease in self-generated revenue as a result of no longer requiring law
enforcement personnel to have a commercial driver’s license (CDL) to operate any law enforcement vehicle that is classified
as a commercial motor vehicle.

The cost of a CDL plus associated application fee ($15) and handling fee ($7.50) in FY 16 will be $84 ($99 in Orleans Parish).
For each law enforcement personnel that would otherwise need a CDL license to operate certain law enforcement equipment,
but will no longer require the license, the Office of Motor Vehicles will not receive $84 or $99 per person. The exact number
of law enforcement personnel that previously needed a CDL is unknown. According to DPS, there are only certain law
enforcement vehicles that are classified as commercial motor vehicles, such as mobile command centers, and the population
of law enforcement that would operate such vehicles would be minimal.
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