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Fiscal Note

This legislation requires that all inmates paroled from state-operated prison facilities and state privately operated prison
facilities shall be offered “opt out” testing for the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), prior to release, unless the inmate is
known to be HIV positive or had a documented HIV test within the previous twelve months prior to release

This legislation will increase expenditures for the Department of Public Safety and Corrections (DPS&C) by approximately
$17,586 annually. While current law states (R.S. 15:574.4.4 G(4)), “the cost associated with this testing shall be paid by the
person tested”, the DPS&C reports that it currently pays for the testing for offenders. In fiscal year 2014, the total number of
offenders paroled was 3,332. Of that number, 401 were tested prior to being paroled based on current law. The proposed
law would now require testing of the remaining number of offenders (2,931) prior to being paroled. The cost for the Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) test is $6.00 each. Therefore, the total cost to test is $17,586 (2,931 x $6.00). To the extent
offenders “opt out”, the costs will be reduced accordingly.

The DPS&C - Corrections Services medical doctor testified on May 6, 2015 at the House Administration of Criminal Justice
Committee meeting that Corrections currently partners with the Office of Public Health to provide testing. He further testified
that the funding comes from a grant the Office of Public Health receives from the Center for Disease Control. However, the
LFO has not been able to obtain documentation to confirm this partnership and the available level of funding.

NOTE: The source of funds for these costs is anticipated to be a transfer of federal funds from the Office of Public Health
(DHH).

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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