
Fiscal Note
OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR

Date:
Dept./Agy.:

Fiscal Note On: SB 288237 SLS 15RS

MURRAYAuthor:

Subject:
City Court and Constables
Provides for civil jurisdiction and authority of constables

June 10, 2015 1:48 PM

ENROLLEDBill Text Version:

Opp. Chamb. Action:

Proposed Amd.:

Sub. Bill For.:

Analyst: David Greer

 Drafter

OLA

Fiscal Note

Purpose of Bill: This bill increases the limitation for civil jurisdiction in the City Court of Ville Platte. This measure provides
that civil jurisdiction in the City Court of Ville Platte is concurrent with the district court in cases where the amount in dispute,
or the value of property involved, does not exceed $25,000.  Current law sets this amount at $15,000.

The bill also provides for the powers of peace officers, power to make arrests, and exemption from liability for the constables
of the First and Second City Court of New Orleans.

An amendment to the bill adds provisions relative to the judicial building fund of the Civil District Court for the Parish of
Orleans.

There will be no overall impact to expenditures from this measure. Due to some cases being heard in city court
rather than district court, expenditures may shift from one court to the other.

According to the constable of the First City Court of New Orleans, there will be no fiscal impact to the constable from this
measure.  We assume this to also be true for the constable of the Second City Court of New Orleans.

An amendment relative to the judicial building fund of the Civil District Court for the Parish of Orleans allows for lease of a
facility for use as a courthouse as an alternative to construction. This amendment should not result in a significant fiscal
impact.

The fiscal impact on local fund revenues is indeterminable. This change may result in future civil cases being filed in a
city court rather than in the district court. Fees may be higher in some cases for district court and higher for others in city
court. Since it is difficult to determine which court will be chosen and for what fee generating offense, the fiscal impact is
indeterminable at this time.

A representative of the City Court of Ville Platte stated that there is no way to know the fiscal impact because it is unknown
how many cases may shift to city court rather than district court.

According to the constable of the First City Court of New Orleans, there will be no fiscal impact to the constable from this
measure.  We assume this to also be true for the constable of the Second City Court of New Orleans.

An amendment relative to the judicial building fund of the Civil District Court for the Parish of Orleans extends the date by
which certain actions must occur before additional charges terminate and allows for lease of a facility for use as a courthouse
as an alternative to construction.  This amendment should not result in a significant fiscal impact.

REVENUE EXPLANATION

EXPENDITURE EXPLANATION

Provides for the jurisdictional limitation of certain city courts and the authority of constables of the First/Second City Court of
New Orleans and their deputies and provides for judicial building fund for the Civil District Court for the parish of Orleans. 
(gov sig)
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