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HB 770 Original 2016 Regular Session Jay Morris

Abstract:  Requires lobbyists to disclose information concerning certain relationships and
transactions with legislators and related persons

Present law (R.S. 24:50 et seq.) regulates lobbying of the legislature.  Present law (R.S. 24:53)
requires each lobbyist to register with the Board of Ethics.  Requires the lobbyist to file certain
information with the board when registering, including the lobbyist's name and business address, the
name of each of the lobbyist's clients and the amount the lobbyist will be paid for lobbying, and the
subject matters about which the lobbyist anticipates lobbying.

Present law additionally requires the lobbyist to identify each legislator with whom the lobbyist or
his employer has, or has had in the preceding 12 months, a business relationship.  Defines "business
relationship" as any transaction, contract, or activity that is conducted or undertaken for profit and
which arises from a joint ownership interest, partnership, or common legal entity between a lobbyist
or his employer and a legislator or spouse of a legislator.

Proposed law retains present law.

Present law requires the legislator or spouse to own 10% or more of the interest, partnership, or legal
entity to be included in the definition of "business relationship."

Proposed law repeals present law.  Additionally requires the lobbyist to include a detailed description
of the business relationship.  Excludes from the definition of "business relationship" ownership in
a publicly traded corporation.

Proposed law requires the lobbyist to file with the board a statement detailing each contract or
transaction in excess of $100 per year that is in existence or was entered into within the preceding
12 months between the lobbyist or his employer and any of the following:

(1) A legislator or the spouse of a legislator.

(2) A person of which the legislator or the spouse of a legislator is an officer, director, trustee,
partner, or employee.

(3) A legal entity in which a legislator or the spouse of a legislator, either individually or
collectively, has an interest that exceeds 25% percent of the legal entity.



Provides that proposed law does not apply to the purchase of goods or services from the employer
of the lobbyist if the purchase is subject to the same terms, conditions, and availability as would be
available to any member of the public and fair market value is paid for the goods or services.

Present law provides that whenever any information contained in his registration changes, or the
lobbyist begins representing an additional person, a supplemental electronic registration shall be filed
with the board as soon as possible after such change occurs and in any event not later than five days
after such change, using forms provided by the board.

Proposed law retains present law.  Additionally provides that if the lobbyist enters into a business
relationship, contract, or other transaction that must be disclosed pursuant to proposed law, a
supplemental electronic registration shall be filed with the board as soon as possible thereafter and
in any event not later than five days thereafter, using forms provided by the board.

Present law provides for enforcement by the Board of Ethics.  Provides for the imposition of
penalties for failing to timely file required reports.

Proposed law makes present law penalties applicable to proposed law.

Effective Jan. 1, 2017.

(Amends R.S. 24:53(A)(5) and (H))


