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Fiscal Note

Current law mandates a fine of not less than $1,000 per day for early learning centers operating without a valid license
issued by the department and further authorizes the department to file suit in district court for injunctive relief, including a
temporary restraining order, to keep the person or entity from continuing to operate the center. Proposed legislation
changes the amount of the fine from at least $1,000 to no more than $1,000 and retains the authority to file suit in district
court.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure. The Department of
Education began licensing early childhood learning centers in July 2015; prior to that date licensing came under the authority
of the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS). DCFS reports that over the years the department rarely, if ever,
had a court impose a fine on an unlicensed center. Despite requests by the department to levy fines, the courts instead
granted injunctions which mandated the unlicensed center immediately cease operations. To the extent courts choose to
approve fines of lesser amounts (i.e. less than $1,000) as proposed there could be increased revenues to DOE. The exact
impact of this cannot be determined.
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